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love that we have for a long time studied the innumerable 
Christian faith and Christian poesy, the grandest lessons of 
religion, and the most exquisite creations of the fancy were so intimately blended, that to separate 
them would be impossible. If we have not the happiness to receive with perfect simplicity the 
wonders of divine power which they relate, yet we have not the courage to despise the innocent 
traditions which have for so many ages charmed thousands of our brethren. Should any thing among 
them seem to savour of puerility it is exalted and sanctified in our eyes as being the faith of our 
fathers — of those who were nearer Christ than ourselves ; and we have not the heart to contemn that 
which they believed with so much fervour, and loved with such devotion.” 

Montalembert, Histoire de Sainte Elisabeth, 


“ It is with feelings of respect and 
traditions of past generations, with whom 


‘‘ The miracles of the middle ages have ever excited popular enthusiam. Many other narrations 
of the same kind are interesting and agreeable ; for one finds therein much which is not to be met 
with elsewhere — quickened emotions, and thoughts both elevated and tender ; the manifestation, in 
fine, of the people, who, at that period, unless they were within the bosom of the Church, were every- 
where debased.” 

Guizot, Histoire de Ccglise de Reims. 
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INTRODUCTION 


ace to make 


T MAY not to be out of pi; 

^ remarks on the Legends of the 
l^y Catholic Church, and the degree of faith 
to be reposed in them. The word Legend, 
as now generally employed, differs^ widely in significa- 
tion from its true import. Derived from the Latin lego, 
it implies primarily, anything collected, as a legion of 
soldiers ; in an analogous sense, anecdotes or histories 
gathered into a narration. By a figure of speech called 
Synecdoche, in which a part is put for the whole, or vice 
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versa, the word came to mean the reading of the col- 
lection : hence legend means simply anything read, or to 
be read, and is employed in this sense when we speak of 
the legend of a coin or a seal, meaning the inscrip- 
tion on the exergue. It is probable that the chro- 
nicles of the Church were popularly called legends 
from the circumstance of their being generally read to 
the brethren at matins and during the time of refection. 
Whatever may be the true meaning of the word, it must 
not for a moment be taken in the same sense as a romance 
or fabulous story. 


As to the amount of confidence we are called upon to 
place in the legends of the Church — are they strictly true 
in every respect ? Undoubtedly not : the Church does 
not teach us, or require us, to pin our faith implicitly 
to every detail they record. The great majority of the 
Church’s legends were for many years transmitted orally. 
The time of the early fathers was usually employed in 
work more earnest than what may be considered as merely 
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INTRODUCTION, 


ornamental. To them was appointed the task of laying 
the foundation and erecting the pillars of the Church : it 
was only in after years that attention could be bestowed 
upon minor details. It is not, therefore, matter of surprise 
that traditions thus handed down should, in the course 
of ages, have suffered some alteration. A common 
amusement for winter evenings is for a party, perhaps a 
dozen to seat themselves round a table, and for the first 
person to whisper a short story to his neighbour, who, in 
turn, communicates it to the next, and so on until it has 
travelled completely round. Each person is bound to 
repeat the story as nearly as possible in the same words in 
which he received it ; but by the time it has reached the 
last, it is usually found to vary considerably from the ori- 
ginal. Thus it is, and must be, with all oral traditions ; 
the main features remain unchanged, though variations 
unavoidably occur in many of the minor circumstances. 


Many persons have attempted to cast discredit on the 
legend of S. Ursula, urging as an argument against it. 
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INTRODUCTION 


that it would be impossible for so great a number as eleven 
thousand virgins to make the journey under the circum- 
stances detailed in the legend. In answer to this we may 
reply that the church does not say there were eleven 
thousand ; all the brevaries assert is, there was a great 
number. Herman, Bishop of Cologne, who wrote in the 
early part of the tenth century, seems to be the first who 
placed the number at eleven thousand. A century before, 
Wandalbert thus commemorates the martyrdom of St. 


Ursula 


Tunc numerosa simul Rheni per littora fulgent, 
Christo virgineis erecta trophaea maniplis 
Agrippinas urbi, quarum furor impius olim 
Millia mactavit, ductricibus inclyta sanctis. 


Various hypotheses have been put forward to account for 
the exact number “eleven thousand” having been stated. 
According to some the number was eleven, and their 
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festival was marked in ancient man 


ies XI MV 


representing Undecim Martyres Virgines, subsequently 
understood as Undecimmillia Virgines. Others again 
suppose that Undecimmillia was the name of one of the 
principal martyrs, but this is almost too ridiculous to 
merit serious attention. 


In the uncertainty which prevails regarding the exact 
number of the companions of St. Ursula, we cannot do 
better than adopt the words of Antonious Page, who, in 
his Officia propria sanctorum in Ecclesia cathedralis S. S. Salva- 
toris et Donatiani, thus writes, “ Earum numerum et no- 
mina, solus ille novit, qui numerat multitudinem stellarum 
et omnibus eis nomina vocat.” ‘ He only can tell their 
number and names who counts the multitude of stars, 
and calls each by its particular appellation.’ 


Again, it is not to be supposed, as the Rev. Alban Butler 
remarks, that all the company were unmarried : doubtless 
amongst the number were many matrons ; but, having 
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by their vows consecrated themselves to the service of 
God, might without much violence to literal truth, 
be reckoned amongst those who had vowed perpetual 
chastity. 


That there are certain anachronisms in the story of 
Saint Ursula, as here set forth, no one will for a mo- 
ment deny. Every student of ecclesiastical history is 
well aware that at the time the holy pilgrims received 
their crown of martyrdom, Mayence did not possess a 
metropolitan ; neither were there cardinals at that time 
in the church. These, however, are but exceedingly 
trifling discrepancies, easily to be accounted for by the 
explanation already given. In the following pages the 
popular version of the legend is adhered to ; it has been 
familiar to us from our childhood ; we love it for its 
old associations ; and, though there may be certain 
parts at which the hypercritical may carp, no one can 
seriously read of the self-devotion and earnest piety of 
the Princess of Britain and her companions without a 
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INTRODUCTION 


feeling of reverence — amounting almost to awe — for those 
blessed followers of the Lord, who, fighting the good 
fight of faith, counted not their lives dear unto them- 
selves, so that they might attain everlasting happiness at 
the end. 
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THE LEGEND OF ST. URSULA 


PARENTAGE OF ST. URSULA— AGRIPPINUS KING OF THE PICTS^ 
AND HIS SON CONAN— EMBASSY TO THE COURT OF DIO- 
NOTUS, FATHER OF URSULA, WITH PROPOSALS OF MAR- 
RIAGE. 


once lived in Cornwall a chieftain, who 
governed his land with justice and firmness, and 
mI^ who was loved and revered by his subjects. 

B WraiwSHI His name was Dionotus or Dinotus, or, as the 
Latin legend gives it, Deonotus, which latter form, as it is 
hardly necessary to state, means known to God. And Dionotus 
was known to God in the highest sense of the word, for, sur- 
rounded as he was by peoples who lived the savage life of 
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pagans, he held the true faith of the Saviour, and was a pious 
and zealous Catholic, a bright star in the middle of the darkness 
of a barbarous age. He was thus an example to the people over 
whom he ruled, who were all good Catholics, like himself, 
being steady in their belief and practice. Dionotus, too, had a 
wife who was no less remarkable for her great beauty than for 
her singular virtue. 


God rewarded this exemplary pair by favouring them with a 
daughter of surpassing beauty, who, moreover, gave promise of 
the future greatness of her pious merits from her early childhood, 
and they named her Ursula, a name which, the legend tells 
us, betokened that in due time she was destined to overcome and 
strangle the great bear (ursus) of evil, or, in other words, Satan 
himself. Though her father’s subjects, exposed as they were to 
the attacks of inveterate enemies from without, were disap- 
pointed in their hopes of a prince who would be their protector 
and defender after him, yet their discontent was soon appeased 
by the quick development of the noble qualities of the daughter. 
In course of time the personal charms of Ursula, and her goodness 
and piety, were celebrated not only over the domains of Dio- 
notus, but over all Britain, and even beyond its shores. 
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Now Britain was at this time under the power of a pagan 
king, a great and fierce warrior, who had conquered the land, 
and reduced it to subjection, and who looked upon the 
Christians with the greatest hostility. One of the legends styles 
him Agrippinus. He had a son called Conan, who equalled 
his father in warlike courage and skill, without possessing his 
ferocity. Conan listened to the reports of the beauty and gen- 
tleness of the Princess Ursula, and being greatly desirous of 
seeing her, in a stolen visit became so deeply enamoured that 
he resolved to seek the means of making her his wife. 


The king Agrippinus was himself becoming aged, and, still 
thinking of nothing but warlike expeditions, he placed them 
under the command of his son, who, like himself, always 
returned victorious ; and he thus became not only the darling of 
his father, but he was beloved by his warriors as the true and 
worthy successor of their victorious chieftain. One day, on 
Conan’s triumphant return from a successful expedition, his 
father sent for him privately into his hall, and there, decked in 
all the insignia of his rank, he addressed him somewhat as 
follows : — 


[Comment furenUewuvcrtes Ics re: 
liijim^eyUTSultygy Icolumbc; 
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My son, I am now approaching the end of my career, and 
it behoves me soon to surrender to you the government of 
my people. The victories you have so recently gained prove 
that you are quite worthy of my throne. One thing only remains ; 
look around for some king’s daughter whom we may think 
worthy to share your bed, and doubt not that, whatever may be 
the power or reputation of her father, he will gladly accept the 
alliance of the son of Agrippinus. Make your choice, that we 
may soon celebrate the union before the altars of our gods.” 


Conan was taken by surprise with this proposal, which he saw 
threatened the destruction of all his dearest hopes, and he 
remained at first without a reply. He dreaded, before a father^s 
will which nobody dared resist, to confess the love which he 
cherished. He knew, on the one hand, the hostility his father 
bore to the Christians, and, on the other, the zeal of Dionotus and 
his daughter for their own religion. At length, he recovered his 
courage, fell on his knees before the king, and, in tears, said : — 


D.Ucsule tahrone Bnhinique 
prcsbict a un^ moJne.MCCCCXH 


Father, you know that Conan has never had but one 
desire — the triumph of his father’s will. You seek his happi- 
ness — let him possess the choice of his own heart. I confess 
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that that choice is the daughter of one of your enemies ; her 
name is Ursula, and her fame is not unknown in your court. It 
is true that she despises the power of our gods ; but consider 
that, by combining under one sceptre strength and beauty, you 
will make your kingdom one of the most powerful states in 
the world.” 


The king was moved by Conan’s appeal, and he felt in his 
own way the force of the argument — it was perhaps the only 
argument which, on such an occasion, he could feel. He pro- 
bably thought that the religion of the wife was of litde import- 
ance, if the husband remained firm to that of his forefathers ; 
and, raising his son, he spoke to him cheeringly. 


“ L^t tt be, my son, he said, " as you desire ; ]et our 
ambassadors immediately proceed to the court of Dionotus to 
demand his daughter, and you will see how gladly he will grant 
the desire of King Agrippinus.” 


There were, indeed, many reasons why this alliance should 
appear very advantageous to Agrippinus himself, for it tended 
greatly to strengthen the influence of his crown throughout 


^“Cunesrie reconfoHt 
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Britain ; and he could hardly suppose that a chieftain so vastly 
inferior in power to himself as Dionotus would venture to resist 
him. Politically, too, it was no doubt calculated to raise the 
position of Dionotus among the petty princes whose territories 
surrounded his own. Yet Conan trembled, for he was not so 
sure of the success of the embassy. 


Agrippinus left him, and proceeded to join his ministers in 
the deliberative hall : after a brief consultation, the ambas- 
sadors were appointed, and a scribe wrote out the orders by 
which they were to be guided. The king’s desires were to be 
announced to Dionotus in terms which left him no choice, and 
the refusal of his daughter would be considered only as a pro- 
vocation to war. King Agrippinus had never allowed his will 
to be contradicted. 


One of the courtiers, distinguished chiefly as a flatterer, replied 
that the king might reckon on his servants, after which the 
council separated. 


On the morrow, at break of day, the ten ambassadors were 
mounted, and ready to take their departure. Amid a crowd 
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of spectators, which covered the place of the palace, they rode 
forth in pompous attire ; and the king, accompanied by his son 
and by the whole of the court, took leave of them at the 
palace gate. They were not only armed with threats, but they 
were also provided with presents and with promises to overcome 
the objections of Dionotus, before having recourse to the former 
to work upon his fears. 


amvcj 6t la FJoh-e 
^ Cologne 


They were instructed to begin by representing to Dionotus in 
vivid language the great advantages he would derive from a 
family alliance with the King of the Piets, and to assure him of 
the sincerity and friendship sought to be established between 
them. It was only when those had failed that the ambassadors 
were to threaten him with hostility. 
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CHAPTER 11 


THE AMBASSADORS OF AGRIPPINUS REACH THE COURT OF 
DIONOTUS, AND RECEIVE HIS REPLY TO THEIR MESSAGE. 


n N those days travelling was slow, and the 
journey from the court of Agrippinus to 
that of Dionotus was accordingly a long one, 
but the ambassadors, accompanied by an im- 
posing retinue, arrived in due time, and presented their credentials. 
They were received honorably, and were listened to with atten- 
tion. Their spokesman began by boasting of the greatness and 
power of King Agrippinus, and representing in persuasive lan- 
guage the advantages which would arise to Dionotus from the 
matrimonial alliance he proposed; but, finding that such 
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arguments produced but little effect, he had recourse to 
threats, and pointed out in impressive terms the ruin and de- 
struction with which the kingdom of Cornwall was threatened, 
if it should provoke the anger of the great and victorious king 
of the north. 


Dionotus was entirely unprepared for this proposal, which 
was altogether contrary to his own sentiments, and for a moment 
he remained silent. On one side, how could he yield up his 
beloved daughter, whose heart was given up only to the love 
of her Heavenly Lord, to the embraces of a heathen and a barba- 
rian ? On the other, he was too conscious of his temporal 
weakness and of his utter inability to resist the forces and warlike 
skill of his northern antagonist, and he saw only in the future his 
country laid waste, his subjects slaughtered, their wives and 
daughters given up to the savage lust of their enemies, and, worse 
than all, the altars of their holy religion polluted, and their 
churches abandoned to the flames. Distracted mentally by the 
consideration of these conflicted reasons, Dionotus remained for 
some time silent, and then, recovering his self-possession, he told 
the ambassadors that he felt unprepared to give an immediate 
answer to a proposal which came upon him so suddenly, and 
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which was to himself of such great importance, and he said that he 
felt it above all things necessary to consult the will of the young 
princess herself before giving a decisive reply. It was thus 
agreed that a certain space of time should be allowed for reflection 
and negotiation, during which the envoys of the pagan king 
were treated with the greatest consideration. 


It is not difficult to imagine the anxiety which, during this 
interval, tortured the hearts of the noble-minded father and pious 
mother of the Princess Ursula. Days and nights, almost 
without intermission, were spent in humble prayer to heaven for 
assistance in this great difficulty, and no one prayed more fer- 
vently than Ursula herself, who had been informed of the object 
of this extraordinary embassy, and, in her compassion for the 
troubles thus brought upon her parents, had signified her 
entire submission to their will. She gave herself up to her 
devotions with such extreme fervour, that the change which 
quickly appeared in her complexion and strength seemed to 
announce that she was hastening to that country where the perse- 
cutions of the wicked possess force no longer. 


Retour d Cologne 
tndssacre. 


At length the eve of the fatal day arrived, and the maiden. 
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exhausted by her incessant prayers and acts of devotion, sank into 
a gentle slumber. A glorious angel revealed himself to her eyes, 
pictured to her mind in her vision the whole course of her past 
life, the future trials through which she was to pass, and the palm 
of martyrdom which was reserved for her, and placed in her 
mouth the answer which she was to give to her parents. 

At daybreak the Princess Ursula hastened into the presence 
of her father, and, throwing herself on her knees before him, 
told him of the spiritual vision with which she had been 
indulged. It was the will of heaven, she said, as thus revealed 
to her, that she was not to reject the offers of the young prince 
who thus sought her for his wife, but that God had decreed 
nevertheless that she should pass to the heavenly nuptials a 
pure virgin. “ But these,” she said, “ are the conditions of 
matrimony. You, my father, and this youth who seeks my love, 
must select for me ten virgins, young in age and distinguished by 
their beauty as well as by their birth, and to each of these as well 
as to myself you must give the command over a thousand other 
virgins of good family. You must then equip for us eleven 
ships, each capable of containing a thousand persons, and, allow- 
ing us to embark in them, you must first give us three years in 
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which to dedicate our virginities to God. At the expiration of 
that period, let his will be done. At the same time be assured 
that nothing in this world can avert the fulfilment of God’s 
designs in regard to thy daughter.” 


The hearts of King Dionotus and his nobles were relieved 
and rejoiced by this divine revelation, and tears of happiness were 
the only language which announced their feelings. The king 
immediately proceeded to his council chamber, and summoned 
the ambassadors to his presence. He there announced to them 
the conditions of marriage which the princess required, and added 
that the virgin desired further that, during the three years of delay 
required by the vision, the young prince Conan should allow him- 
self to be instructed in the Christian faith, and that, if possible, 
he should submit to the rite of baptism. 


Meanwhile, God had so far worked upon the minds of the 
ambassadors and their heathen countrymen that, instead of express- 
ing any dissatisfaction at such an announcement, they received it 
gladly as a sufficient reply to their embassy, and returned 
home to the court of Agrippinus, whose subjects received the 
intelligence with the utmost joy. The king and the young 
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prince Conan subscribed, to the conditions willingly, and the latter 
expressed an eager desire to be initiated without further delay 
into 'the mysteries of Christianity. 
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CHAPTER III 


OF THE BUILDING OF THE SHIPS AND THE SELECTION OF 
THE VIRGINS, AND OF THEIR EXERCISES. 


HE two kings were now united in friendship, and 
it was agreed that, during the three years of 
I proof enjoined by the divine revelation, the Prince 
:o a course of instruction in 


Conan was to undergi 
the Christian faith. The next step in carrying out thewill of heaven 
was the building of eleven ships, each to carry a thousand 
virgins. This work demanded only labour and skill, for the 
country was at this time covered with vast forests, which reached 
down to the shores, and timber was plentiful, and ready at 


;orrottgtte6] 








THE LEGEND OF ST. URSULA. 


hand. The place was soon chosen for a ship-yard, and stocks 
were erected for the required number of vessels. Men skilled 
in ship-building were brought together from all parts of the 
island, for the princes in Britain now encouraged the under- 
taking, and the work thus proceeded steadily and rapidly. 


The beauty no less than the dignity of the princess, for whom, 
in the first place, they were working, the popularity of her royal 
father, the interest taken in their labours by the kings of Bri- 
tain, and above all the divine influence, inspired the breasts of 
the workmen with zeal. 


From time to time Ursula, accompanied by her father Dionotus, 
visited them in person, and encouraged them by their exhorta- 
tions. In their route, which was facilitated by the clearing of 
the forests through the immense quantities of timber cut down 
for the construction of the ships, Dionotus listened to the pious 
conversations of his daughter, and in return instructed her in 
the management of fleets, as well as in the government of 
numerous bodies of people, such as were to be confided to her 
care. Arrived at the scene of labour, they examined every part 
of the works, praised the skill of the workmen, and rewarded 
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them for their zeal, and they were received with the profound 
respect which their noble and kindly bearing impressed upon all. 


During this time, no efforts were spared to collect together the 
number of devoted maidens which was enjoined in the revelation. 
Among the most zealous of Conan’s co-adjutors in this task was 
his favourite sister, whom Ursula received into her arms with 
the warmest affection, and whom she made her second in com- 
mand over the virgin cohorts. The ancient legend gives her the 
name of Pinnosa, but the name is varied in the different versions 
of the story. She brought with her sixteen hundred and forty 
virgins, all young, and selected from the most illustrious families 
of the nation of the Piets. 


Comment U corps deS”UrsuU bit 
mis cnlerre paries Anges : 


Two queens of the Caledonians, both of the same lineage as 
Agrippina and Conan, were equally zealous in the cause, and sought 
recruits among the noblest and fairest daughters of their country. 
Twelve hundred and thirty- two Caledonian virgins joined the 
standard of the Princess Ursula, and arrived at the court of 
Dionotus to swell the ranks of her army of saints. They were 
accompanied by a lady whom the legends call Hilmegardis, who 
had just been espoused to a noble warrior, and possessed all the 
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qualities calculated to make wedlock happy, but, drawn by the 
example of so many of her friends, she embraced the cause 
ardently, and, flying from her home by stealth, came to offer her 
services to Ursula. 


A small tribe on the banks of the river Tamara, now called 
the Tamer, near its mouth, in the neighbourhood of the now 
celebrated town of Plymouth, was ruled by a young prince 
named Lucius, with the title of king, who was related by 
blood to Dionotus, and who had been converted to the Chris- 
tian faith. His instructress in the new religion was his own 
daughter Jotha, a princess of great beauty, and possessed of 
many noble qualities. She hastened to join St. Ursula, and 
brought with her from this small kingdom no less than a 
hundred and thirty virgins. Jotha was received by Ursula 
with the most affectionate welcome, and was placed at the 
head of one of the eleven cohorts. 


One of her near relatives, the noble Benigna, the daughter of 
another prince of a small territory but greatly respected for his 
virtues, was placed at the head of another division. She was 
beloved by her companions for the extreme gentleness of her 
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disposition, and her command over her companions was exercised 
rather by her example than by her orders. 


Avitus was the king of a people called the Danmonians, who 
occupied the territory round the present city of Exeter. He sent 
to Ursula his daughter Columba, and his niece Odilia, both 
betrothed to princes of distinction, but they preferred the services 
of heaven to all other ties, and embraced the cause of the princess 
Ursula with the greatest ardour. She placed each of them at the 
head of one of her bands of virgins. 


The modest Chilindris, the daughter of a noble warrior, the 
intimate friend of the prince last mentioned, was also placed in 
command as a reward for her many virtues. 


Another prince zealous in the cause, Siranus, king of Ischalis — 
the modern Ilchester — was the near kinsman of Ursula’s mother. 
He brought to her a detachment of a hundred and eighty young 
and illustrious beauties, who entered her service with earnest zeal. 
One of them, who is named in the legend Sibilia, was also 
appointed to the command of a division. 
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It would be long to enumerate all the names which the legends 
have preserved for praise among the extraordinary host, as re- 
markable above the rest for their virtue equally as for their 
personal beauties, three of whom, are also mentioned as having 
been placed at the head of cohorts. 


A number of holy and eloquent bishops embraced the 
cause, and promoted it by their zealous preaching. Many 
venerable matrons also attached themselves to their daughters 
and nieces. And several princes abandoned their claims to ter- 
restrial thrones, to follow the steps of those on whom they had 
cast their love, in order to offer them protection in their voyage. 
A certain number, who were distinguished by their pure and 
virtuous lives, were allowed to share in their dangers. Two of 
these, who were own brothers, and named in the legend Canut 
and Evodius, were the lovers of the high-bearing maiden Lumi- 
nosa and of the modest Cordula. Both of them were the chosen 
companions and counsellors of St. Ursula herself. 


As each new party of recruits arrived, the king, dressed in 
his robes of ceremony, with his crown on his head, issued from 
his palace to receive them with honour, and led them ,to his 
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daughter, their pious leader. She received them with a simpli- 
city and gentleness which at once attached them to her person, 
and addressed them with an eloquence so winning that it gained 
all their hearts. They were then led to the habitations which 
had been prepared for them, where they occupied their time in 
prayer and meditation, awaiting the moment when they were to 
be called forth to take their part in more active labours. 


Having appointed the commanders of all the ten cohorts of 
her army of maidens, she called them together several times a 
week, to practise them in spiritual as well as in bodily exercise. 
Having drawn them up in order around her, she addressed 
prayers to God imploring his guidance and direction in all their 
proceedings, and prepared them by her exhortations against 
the dangers of whatever kind they were destined to encoun- 
ter in their voyage. When the company of virgins were thus 
strengthened in their hearts by spiritual exercises, Ursula led 
them to the shore, and they sprang with joy on board their ships 
which awaited them there. Then they all rushed with alacrity 
to their work ; — some hoisted the masts, others worked upon 
the ropes, and spread the sails, while others again put their hands 
to the oars, and all with wonderful order and skill. It seemed 
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as though all these young damsels were suddenly inspired with 
the most perfect skill in naval discipline and instruction. 


What was still more extraordinary, all this was done without 
the assistance or teaching of any one of the other sex. Their 
own hands were the only instruments. Soon the ships moved 
out to sea, formed now in close line, and now separated, feigning 
flight or pursuit, turned to the starboard, turned to the larboard, 
and practised other mancEuvres, and all with marvellous accu- 
racy and rapidity. Ursula herself, without assistance, guided 
the movements of her own vessel, and displayed a skill superior 
to the rest. 


The king, and his family and court, were usually assembled 
on the shore to witness these extraordinary naval reviews. They 
were held, according to the state of the tide, sometimes in the 
morning, and sometimes later, in the middle ot the day ; and 
sometimes they were prolonged from morning to eve. When 
they came in front of a favourable harbour, Ursula would give 
the signal for casting anchor, and for a few instants put into port. 
And then the king would come and address them with words of 
encouragement, and would sometimes add instructions in the 
management of their ships and in the art of navigation. 
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The rendezvous of the fleet was always the same spacious and 
safe harbour at the mouth of the Tamara ; and as they 
approached it on their return from these exercises, a thousand 
fair virgins crowded the deck of each, and sent up to heaven 
their loud chaunt of praise. 
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CHAPTER IV 


DEPARTURE OF THE FLEET ; THEY ARE CARRIED TO THIEL 
IN HOLLAND, AND PROCEED THENCE TO COLOGNE. 


T length the day arrived for 


a longer voyage, a 
voyage from which these fair pilgrims were 
return. As the destined term of three 
i^-BwSw faSi years approached, Ursula became more constant 
than ever and, if possible, more fervent in her prayers, and her 
exhortations to her pious companions were incessant. Nor 
were they in vain — one day, in the midst of her devotions, she 
saw the heavens open, and a bright angel, with smiling counte- 
nance, holding a palm, the emblem of martyrdom, in one hand, 
pointed with the other towards the sea. His lips moved, and the 
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following words fell upon the ears of the princess. Blessed 
maiden, at daybreak to-morrow embark in your ships, and heaven 
will be with you.” Ursula was astonished and troubled, and for 
a while remained in a trance. Then, as the vision had disap- 
peared, she arose, and repaired to her parents and to her com- 
panions, and informed them of the joyful intelligence. They 
rejoiced with her, and the last preparations for departure were 
made in silence. The ships were provisioned for a voyage of which 
no one knew the duration. 


At the first break of day-light the fleet rode at anchor 
at the mouth of the Tamara ready for sailing. Ursula and her 
companions were soon embarked, the anchors drawn, and the 
sails raised. King Dionotus, with his nobles and virtuous queen, 
had come to give them their blessings and bid them adieu. The 
former sought to encourage his daughter by manifesting a feeling 
of saintly joy, and by uttering a few words of encouragement. 
Ursula herself is clad in the purple garb of royalty ; she embraces 
the king affectionately, then mounts on board her ship, and 
gives the signal for departure. 


Slowly the ships left the harbour, and, impelled only by the 
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force of the oars, kept near to the shore for a short distance, and 
then made for the open sea. Ursula ordered the sails to be 
spread to the wind, and then a gentle gale arose, breathing a plea- 
sant temperature and sound as though it came from heaven, filled 
the sails, and drove the ships forward smoothly and pleasantly. 
They have lost sight of the coast of England, and move for- 
ward they know not whither. Yet joy is in their hearts, and 
they testify it by chaunting songs of thankfulness. 


After a time the wind changes, and they are carried towards 
the north. That day and the night following they wandered 
over the sea, at God’s will, and under his direction. At day- 
break, new coasts arose to their astonished eyes, and they rapidly 
approached the wide mouth of a spacious river. It led them into 
the Wahalis, the modern Waal, one of the principal rivers of 
ancient Batavia, which we now call Holland. 


A land to them unknown lay around them, and seemed to 
rise out of the bosom of the waves. The shores on both sides 
were covered with towns and palaces, and with meadows, and 
fields, and woods. As the ships moved along the surface of 
the water, the wind continually changed its direction so as to 
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accommodate itself to the sinuosities of the river, and they 
threaded its course with safety, without any efforts of their 


own 


At length a fine city appears, spreading itself along the bank 
of the river. It was the town of Tiele, now called Thiele, the 
great mart of Batavia in ancient times, and Ursula and her 
companions beheld its quays covered with a crowd of merchants 
and strangers, for it was the period of one of their great fairs. 
Ursula felt within her a consciousness that this was to be her 
first resting place, and she gave the signal for her fleet to cast 
anchor. 


The sudden appearance of so many ships, bearing so unusual 
a cargo, naturally excited the astonishment and curiosity of the 
crowds on shore. Among them were merchants from the 
great and flourishing city of the Ubii, to which the Romans, 
who had raised it to that highest rank of municpality which was 
termed a colony, had given the name of Colonia Agrippina, and 
which we now call Cologne. These merchants had some how or 
other obtained information that the numerous virgins who filled the 
ships they saw before them were natives of Britain, and they put 
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ofF from the shore, and presented themselves on board the ship 
which was directed by Ursula herself. They were received with 
friendly welcome, and they informed her that there dwelt in their 
city a princess of the same race as herself, that her name was 
Sigillindis, and that she greatly edified the citizens by the holiness 
of her life. Ursula recognized in this message the voice of 
heaven, and she determined on proceeding immediately to 
Cologne. 


But, first, the holy bishops of Britain, who had accompanied 
Ursula on her voyage, landed at Thiel, and informed the clergy 
of that city of the arrival of the illustrious voyageurs, and 
also of the circumstances of their voyage. Immediately 
the Bishop of Batavia, whose see was at Thiel, with his 
deacons and acolytes, proceeded to the port to offer their saluta- 
tions to the noble British princess and the legion of damsels who 
accompanied her, to pray for the full accomplishment of their 
vows, and to give them a parting benediction. 


As I have said, there resided at this time at Cologne a princely 
British lady named Sigillindis. She was a widow, still in the 
flower of youth, and shared a modest dwelling on the Greesberg, 
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a hill near the city with a priest named Quirillus, the same whose 
name is attached, as author, to the relation of the subsequent 
massacre of Ursula and her companions. The residence of 
Sigillindis and Quirillus was sanctified by the possession of the 
precious relics of the holy St. Magdalene. 


One day when Sigillindis was plunged in saintly meditations, 
and was holding communion with the heavenly angels, it was 
revealed to her that a numerous host of virgins, led by a pious 
princess, had left the coast of Britain on their way to Rome, 
that they would visit Cologne on their way, and that they would 
return thither to confirm their devotion to God’s will and merit 
the crown of martydom. She was enjoined to accompany the 
virgins to Rome, and to share in their future adventures. 


Ursula had disembarked, and passed the night in the city of 
Thiel, with the determination to proceed on her voyage next 
day. At daybreak she was at the port with her companions, 
and they again went on board their ships, and the anchors were 
raised. They directed their course up the river, then difficult of 
navigation ; but the same mysterious wind which had directed 
them hitherto, re-appeared, and carried them forward gently and 
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safely. They passed the town then called Noviomagus, now 
Nimeguen, the border-town of the Roman empire in this direc- 
tion, and soon afterwards were carried into the majestic waters of 
the Rhine. A short space of time brought them under the walls 
of the famous city of Colonge. 


As the temples and porticoes of the Roman city present 
themselves to the view, the wind falls, the sails slacken, and the 
ship guided by Ursula herself first touches the port, near the 
Capitol, the walls of which were bathed by the waters of the 
river. The gates of the Basilica are opened, and the archbishop 
descends the steps of the temple, and proceeds to the shore of 
the river to receive the distinguished visitors. Salutations are 
exchanged in the name of God and of Holy Church, and then, 
with chaunts of joy, Ursula and her companions are led to 
the church to render thanks to heaven for their safe and prosper- 
ous voyage. 


Under the directions of the archbishop and of the pious 
Sigillindis, lodgings were provided in Cologne for the virgins 
from Britain. All the Christians of the city came forward to 
offer them a tender welcome; and Sigillindis, with the assist- 
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ance of the noble matrons, hastened to provide for their 
wants. 


A very extensive and splendid mansion was offered to Ursula 
herself, and she accepted it, being conveniently situated in 
regard to the temple and to the port, and still more because it 
enclosed a garden, graced with beautiful flowers, in which she 
could devote herself to private prayer, far from the noise of 
the bustle of the town. In the seventeenth century, they still 
showed in Cologne the house of St. Ursula, and a stone 
which served as a step to the door. The pious visitors, when 
they approached the door, knelt before it, and impressed 
their most fervent kisses on the stone on which had rested the 
feet of the saint. 
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CHAPTER V, 


URSULA’S VISION ; HER VISIT TO ROME, 


S-Cor^ttfft rresusctctcunj 
mort- I 


N the garden of her house in Cologne, Ursula 
knelt in prayer, and implored the Lord to sup- 
coming trials, and to make her 
acquainted with his will. The necessity of sleep, 
caused in part by the fatigues of the voyage, came over her, and 
she retired to her chamber, and threw herself upon a couch ; 
but her eyes were hardly closed, when she was aroused by a voice 
which uttered the words, “ Ursula ! Ursula !” She opened her 
eyes, and saw a beautiful angel leaning against the window. 
Overcome with dread, she raised herself on the couch, and. 
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joining her hands, raised her eyes imploringly towards God. 
angel, in a tone which calmed her fears, said : — 


My child, know that all thy vows shall be fulfilled ; thou 
shalt arrive in Rome under God’s protection, with all thy pious 
companions, and thence, after having performed the duties which 
are required of thee, thou shalt bring them all back to this city. 
Because thou hast worthily sustained the combat, thou shalt end 
nobly thy glorious struggle. Thy reward shall be a crown 
which never fades. For your faithfulness, thou and thy com- 
panions shall be delivered to the persecutors ; and, when you 
shall have left what is mortal in you to be mingled with this 
earth, you shall come yourselves with the palm of martyrdom 
to rest eternally at the feet of your heaveiJy spouse.” 


Ursula felt joy and comfort in this good news ; and, at dawn 
of day, she rose and hastened to announce it to the prelates and 
to her companions. 


At this time the journey to Rome was attended with no ordi- 
nary difficulties, and it might well strike terror into the hearts of 
a legion of feeble maidens, and the apprehensions of Ursula, 
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whose pious courage was equal to the occasion, were not for 
herself, but for her gentle companions, and even for the prelates 
who counselled them, lest these might decide that it was a mere 
dream, suggested by the evil one to entrap them. It was, there- 
fore, not without some feelings of misgiving that she proceeded 
to call them together, and told them her story, the vision of the 
previous night. But bishops and virgins, after listening with 
attention, acknowledged at once that it was the voice of God 
which had spoken, and that it must be obeyed. There was only 
one cry among the companions of the British princess, the 
daughter of Dionotus, To Rome, to Rome! Let us start, in 
obedience to the orders of heaven !” 


Ursula and her companions proceed in solemn procession to 
the cathedral of Cologne, where the holy viaticum is adminis- 
tered to them by Aquilinus, legate of Germany, who gives them 
all the recommendations in his power to assist them in their long 
journey. Thence they direct their course to the place of em- 
barkation, escorted by the clergy and by the citizens, whether 
Christians or pagans, for even the latter follow their footsteps 
with reverence. The pious widow Sigillindis, and the priest 
Quirillus, have joined them on their way to unite with them in 
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their future fortunes. They are now all on board, the anchors 
are raised, and the ships quit the port. 


As before, the friendly wind rises and wafts the vessels through 
the waters of the river, which sometimes spreads itself in good 
width between low banks, and at other times pursues a narrow 
course, confined within steep rocks, hills and cliffs. They pass 
rapidly the old towns of Antoniacum, now known by the name 
of Andernach, Confluentia, or Coblentz, and Maguntiacum, or 
Mayence, and at length they reach the city of Augusta Ranco- 
rum, known in modern times by the name of Bale, with its lofty 
green mountains. 


Ursula and her virgins were here received at their landing by a 
large and friendly crowd. Pautulus, the bishop, had been in- 
formed by a revelation from heaven, that a numerous host of 
young Christian maidens were on that day to visit his church on 
their way to Rome, and, at his exhortation, the chief inhabitants 
of the town, whether converts or not, had assembled to shew 
them respect. From hence their journey lay over the rugged 
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Alps, and they were obliged to leave their ships and continue 
their pilgrimage on foot. 


The preparations for departure were executed without any 
delay. Every arrangement was made to secure order and comfort 
in the march, and the legion of virgins, divided into its eleven 
cohorts, and each of these into subdivisions, passed out of the 
gates of the city, and directed their steps towards the preci- 
pitous mountains. The ships were left in the charge of Bishop 
Pautulus, who pronounced his blessing upon the maidens at their 
departure. 


Three days’ march brought them from the Rhine into the 
land of the Helvetes, and from the heights of mount Jura they 
descended into the vallies of the Saone and the Rhone. Both 
rivers were crossed, and they reached the city of Lugdunum, 
now called Lyons, already sanctified by its Christian martyrs, 
among whom the virgin Blandina was especially celebrated. 


As they crossed the boundary of the province of Narbonne, 
the holy bishop Csesarius, metropolitan of Gaul, himself of the 
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same kin as King Dionotus, met Ursula and her virgins on their 
way. His destination was the same, for he was journeying to 
Rome there to offer his prayers on the tomb of the prince of the 
apostles. When he learned the object of the pilgrimage of the 
Princess Ursula and her companions, he gave them his bless- 
ing, and, with six ecclesiastics who accompanied him, joined 
their legion. 


Now they continue their labourious route through the passes 
of the Alps, protected by the favour of heaven. On the Ides 
of September (Sept. 13), when their company had been increased 
by numerous accessions of pious converts, they entered the an- 
cient territory of Latium, and two days afterwards they ap- 
proached the gates of Rome. A Roman proconsul, who was 
himself a convert to the faith of the Saviour, and who had 
accompanied them from Cologne, now placed himself at their 
head, and conducted them to the region of the city inhabited by 
the Christians, The great massacres had ceased under a more 
tolerant emperor, and the Christians circulated freely in Rome, 
and were allowed to have their places of public worship. The 
British virgins hastened to offer up their devout prayers and 
thanks in the Basilica of the apostles Peter and Paul. 
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The pope who had already received information of the arrival 
of these new visitors, and had dressed himself in the pontifical 
robes, with the tiara on his head, and cross at his side, entered 
the sacred temple to receive them. At his view, they all fell 
down before him, and venerated the successor of St. Peter, the 
representative of the divine majesty on earth. Space was want- 
ing to admit all the members of this numerous cortege, and 
many were obliged to be satisfied with contemplating the supreme 
pontiff from a distance, and with testifying their joy by their emo- 
tion. But in front of them all knelt the Princess Ursula, calm 
in countenance, and attentive to the words of the pontiff, with 
her hands joined and eyes directed to heaven. The pope 
invoked the blessing of heaven upon them all, and, touched with 
the noble bearing and piety of the young princess, addressed her 
in words of encouragement, exhorting her to continue always 
in the same course which she had so worthily begun. 


Cj/ sont les reliquci 
madams S^'UtsuU. 


The Christians of Rome received the British virgins with joy, 
and lavished upon them every hospitable attention in their power. 
Roman matrons, and senators and knights, watched over their 
safety and over their comforts. They passed the days in visiting 
the relics and holy places under the guidance of the supreme 
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pontiff himself, and especially they all offered up their vows at the 
shrine of St. Peter. 


It must not be supposed that all the eleven thousand virgins 
who left Britain were baptized Christians. Gathered together 
from the numerous petty kingdoms into which the island was 
divided, most of which remained still buried in the darkness of 
paganism, they had all, during their three years’ noviciate, been 
instructed in the truths of the Christian faith, but many of them 
had been reserved to receive the sacrament of baptism from wor- 
thier hands than could be found at home. The pope, whom 
the legend names Cyriac, prepared to perform this imposing cere- 
mony in his own person. 


On the day fixed for the baptismal rite, Cyriac caused 
to be displayed all the pomp and splendour of his religion. The 
catechumens, clothed in white tunics, carrying torches in their 
hands, and surrounded by their brothers and sisters in faith, 
proceeded from their residence to the baptistery built near the 
basilica of St. Peter in Monte^ a monument of primitive sim- 
plicity, resembling more a tomb than a church, but for the light 
which entered it from a few small windows, which was in- 
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creased a little by the glare of the tapers. The men had already 
been baptized in the first inclosure of the edifice, when the 
supreme pontiff proceeded into the interior to perform the same 
ceremony on the virgins. There stood several large fonts of 
marble destined for this sacred performance. There two of the 
virgins, named in the legend Lucia and Anastasia, relatives of 
Conan the betrothed ’of Ursula, followed by their companions, 
having prepared themselves for the holy ceremony according to 
the ' rules established in the church, immersed themselves in 
water. Cyriac, clothed in a white tunic, and followed by the 
holy college and his clergy and deacons then entered. The 
venerable pontiff addressed to the virgins some last words of 
instruction, and then proceeded to give them that new birth 
which made them full members of the church of Christ. Ursula, 
standing near her companions, rejoiced in their happiness, and 
listened with respect to the words of God as they issued from 
the lips of the pontiff. 


The ceremony being finished, the holy band employed their 
time in visiting the tombs of those who had fallen asleep in 
Jesus, and whose remains were laid in the different churches of 
the heaven-favoured city. Some of the heathen populace fol- 
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lowed them from place to place out of mere curiosity ; for the 
presence of so many fair-haired Britons raised no small stir 
amongst a people who were the most ardent admirers of the 
type of beauty so rare amongst themselves. But the feeling did 
not rest there. As they watched the earnestness and devotion 
with which the virgins reverenced the tombs of the saints, and 
kissed their precious relics, many of the pagan spectators ex- 
claimed, Surely this faith of Christ must be something more 
than an idea ! ” which led them to seek for knowledge, and they 
found it ; to ask forgiveness of the past, and it was granted ; to 
knock, and the door of the church was opened unto them. 
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CHAPTER VI 


URSULA AND HER COMPANIONS LEAVE ROME ;— BALE 
MAYENCE ;— MEETING OF URSULA AND CONAN. 


S^'Cardufa rresusc'ictcuW 
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RSULA and the British 


virgins now prepared in 
all speed for their return to Cologne ; and, 
before they left Rome, Pope Cyriac also had a 
vision. While in the midst of events which 
threatened the peace of the church, he was praying devoutly for 
its welfare, he suddenly saw before him three angels, surrounded 
by a brilliant aureole, who told him that it was the will of Jesus 
that he should resign the papacy, and accompany the Princess 
Ursula in her return to Cologne. He was told to excite their 
emulation by his own contempt for worldly goods, and to inflame 
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their courage by his eloquence and the purity of his actions. His 
reward was to be the same martyrdom with which * the virgin 
pilgrims were soon to be crowned. 

Cyriac weighed deeply in his mind the admonitions of the 
angels, and for several days he remained silent on the revelation 
with which he had been favoured; but, when the day fixed for 
Ursula's departure arrived, he called together his ministers, and 
told them of his vision, and informed them of his fixed resolu- 
tion to obey the will of heaven. They expostulated earnestly, 
but in vain. Several bishops and princes of the church, with 
some of the noblest of the Roman citizens, touched by the 
devotion of their pontiff, followed his example, and resolved 
upon joining in the march to Cologne. 

With so many additions, the legion had to form in a some- 
what different order in its return to that which had been observed 
in its march to Rome. The virgins took the lead ; after them 
came the matrons and the children ; and then the bishops, with 
the Pontiff Cyriac at their head. These latter formed a camp 
apart ; on Sundays and saints' days only, at the time of halting, 
they introduced themselves into the ranks of the legion to per- 
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form the duties of their sacred office. The kings, princes, and 
knights, closed the march. , 


In this order, they proceeded for the last time to kneel before 
the tomb of the apostles, and then they marched but of Rome, 
through an immense crowd of spectators. 


It was the close of the month of September. In a few days 
they had passed through Latium,* Etouria, and Liguria, and 
found themselves again threading the passages of the Alps. 
Heaven favoured them on their march, and without meeting 
with any untoward event, they again saw before them the 
Augusta Rancorum — the city of Bale, where Ursula had left her 


A holy hermit, who had his cell in a nook in the mountain, 
saw the approach of the legion of virgins as it emerged from a 
pass, and hastened to the city to inform the ministers of the 
church ; and the whole body of the clergy hurried to the gate 
of the town to await their arrival. They had not to wait long ; 
and as Pope Cyriac and Ursula, who walked side by side at the 
head of the march, approached, priests and* monks fell on their 
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knees. A paternal hand raised them, and the virgins made their 
entry into the town. 


The ships which had been entrusted to Aquilinus, were all in 
readiness, and preparations, in which the inhabitants of Bale 
Rave their hearty assistance, were made for sailing the next 


On the morrow, before they embarked, three of the virgins, 
who are named in the legend as Cunegondo, Machtenda, and 
Willibrand, presented themselves before Ursula with tears in 
their eyes, and informed her that God had long revealed to them 
that it was their destiny to be separated from the society of their 
beloved leader and their dear companions in pilgrimage, and that 
on their arrival at Bale they had recognized the country in which 
they were to remain. They had that day again felt the heavenly 
warning in their hearts, and they had come to bid her adieu. 
Their grief at parting was somewhat lessened by the knowledge 
that they were soon to join her in martyrdom. 


While the Princess Ursula was thus on her way back to 
Cologne, a prince from the isle of Britain, in whose fate she 
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was especially interested, was approaching to meet her. Three 
years had now nearly expired since Ursula had left her country, 
and during that time several events of importance had occurred. 
Agrippinus, king of the Piets, had died, after himself accepting 
the Christian faith. Conan, who succeeded him on the throne, 
had become a sincere convert, and his mother, the Queen De- 
metria, had also been gathered within the fold of Christ. 


Retour vers Ics Alpes 


During the long period of Ursula’s absence Conan had never 
ceased to bewail her loss. The time had now arrived when, by 
the solemn contract made between them, they should be united. 
Still there were no news of the absent ones. Day after day 
Conan would repair to the coast, and eagerly scan the horizon, 
in order to catch the first glimpse of the long-expected fleet. 
The nobles, too, whose daughters had accompanied Ursula on 
her voyage, were eager in their enquiries after the holy band. 
Suspense at length became intolerable, and Conan determined 
that, by the help of God assisting him, he would fit out a vessel 
and sail in quest of her whom he so tenderly loved. This project 
he carried immediately into execution, and about the beginning of 
September, in the year 237, he set sail from the coast of Albion, 
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accompanied by Demetria, his mother, his sister Florentine, and 
several princes and nobles of his court. 

Conan does not appear to have received any intimation where 
his affianced bride then was, or . even of the . direction she had 
taken after leaving her native country. He therefore resigned 
himself -entirely to the guidance of * providence,* feeling that if 
the course he had undertaken was agreeable to the divine will. 
Heaven itself would direct him in his journey. With implicit 
faith, therefore, he pursued his way^ not doubting that he would 
arrive at the object of his search. Nor was his confidence mis- 
placed : for he had no sooner lost sight of ‘the shores of Britain 
than a gentle westerly wind safely wafted his vessel to the mouth 
of the Rhine. He proceeded up the river without making any 
stoppage ' until he arrived at the city of Maguntiacum, now 
called Mayence. 

Rutherius was at that time Bishop of Maguntiacum, and an 
earnest disciple of Christ. As soon as he heard of the arrival 
of the British prince, he gathered together the principal of his 
clergy, and at their head marched in solemn procession to the 
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port in order to receive him with all the respect due to his exalted 
position. Although Conan had not as yet openly professed the 
Christian faith, he regarded the holy bishop, who was awaiting 
him on the shore with the most profound veneration, and throw- 
ing himself on his knees before him, inquired whether Rutherius 
could give him any tidings of the virgin Ursula. The holy 
man, well knowing by divine inspiration that Conan was a 
chosen vessel in the hands of the Lord, was moved with com- 
passion at the solicitude he displayed towards the Christian 
princess. Raising him from the ground, and tenderly embracing 
him, he said, — 


“ Be not too solicitous, my son, about the affairs of this 
world. She whom you seek is now at Rome, but you shall 
shortly see her. Be content to await her arrival in this city; 
and, in order to render yourself more worthy of her, let me 
entreat you to embrace that faith which is her only joy and con- 
solation.” 


Conan was much moved by the tender solicitude expressed by 
Rutherius, and promised to remain in Maguntiacum until the 
object of his dearest affections should arrive. Meanwhile the 
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holy bishop was unremitting in his attention to the spiritual 
welfare of the young prince. He carefully instructed him in 
the principles of the Catholic Church, pointing out to him the 
folly of putting trust in the gods of the heathen. In this 
labour Rutherius was assisted by the Queen Demetria and Flo- 
rentine, and within a few days of his arrival Conan expressed 
a desire to be publicly received into the bosom of the holy 
church. 


At length the fleet so long and anxiously expected, appeared 
slowly emerging from behind a bank of thick foliage which 
had hitherto concealed it from observation until it was arrived 
close to the city. Conan ran to the bank, and recognizing the 
vessel which was commanded by St. Ursula by the flag charged 
with ermine which floated gracefully from the mast, stood ready 
to welcome his betrothed as soon as she disembarked. With 
the dignity of a queen, blended with the humility of a saint, 
the virgin received his salutations. The Bishops Cyriacus and 
Rutherius were much moved on witnessing the meeting of the 
noble pair — never more to be separated on earth, and shortly 
to be co-partners in everlasting glory — and invoking a blessing 
upon them, prayed that they might be endued with strength 
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to bear the trials they were soon to undergo. The ecclesias- 
tics and the holy virgins then formed a procession and walked 
to the cathedral to render thanks to God for his goodness and 
mercy in thus bringing them together again after passing through 
so many difficulties and dangers. 


After the public acknowledgment of divine favour had been 
solemnly rendered, Conan, accompanied by all the principal of the 
clergy, St. Ursula, Demetria his mother, and his sister Florentine, 
withdrew into the baptistry, where he received from the hands 
of Cyriacus the solemn sacrament of baptism. The ceremony 
was performed according to the custom practised in the primi- 
tive church ; that is, Conan was totally immersed in the piscina 
or font which contained the holy water. Many of the fol- 
lowers of the prince at the same time imitated the example 
of their august master, and a great number of neophytes were 
that day added to the fold of Christ. The following day it 
became known by divine revelation that in three days the blood 
of the holy martyrs should be poured out in Cologne ; notwith- 
standing which the utmost joy and serenity prevailed amongst 
them, and all seemed anxious to reach the place where they 
were to lay down their lives for the cause of Christ. Imi- 
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tating the example of St. Ursula, the virgins stripped them- 
selves of all their jewels and other valuables, which they 
distributed to the poor. They then hastened to the port, and 
embarked on their vessels which were to bear them to the 
scene of their martyrdom. The whole city flocked to the banks 
to take their leave of the blessed legion. The sobbings and 
tears of those on shore were responded to with words of 
prayer and praise, while above the confused murmur of lamen- 
tation and the monotonous plash of the oars, as with mea- 
sured beat they sank into the water, might be heard the voice 
of Cyriacus, clear and firm, urging his weaker companions to 
remain steadfast, and with fervid eloquence calling on them to 
remember that a double crown was laid up for them in 
Heaven — the crown of virginity and the crown of mar- 
tyrdom. 


Rutherius, with the clergy and people, remained by the river 
until the last notes of Vespers feebly reached them from the 
boats, now far on their journey. With heavy hearts they slowly 
returned to the cathedral church, where fervent prayers were 
offered for the devoted saints, that the grace of Jesus Christ 
might sustain them throughout their awful trial. A feeling of 
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desolation oppressed their spirits akin to that which filled the 
hearts of the disciples of Jesus when on Calvary’s mount the 
agonizing cry, ‘rit is finished !” escaped from His sacred lips. 
But they sorrowed not as men without hope, for they were 
well assured that legions of angels were earnestly longing to 
bear their sanctified souls to everlasting rest, and that the Ador- 
able Son Himself waited to receive them. 


Already did the devout Christians of Maguntiacum regard 
the blessed virgins as martyrs, and esteem as priceless treasures 
the jewels and other articles which they had bestowed upon 
the Church for the benefit of the poor. Happy, thrice happy, 
are those blessed spots wherein are yet preserved the relics of 
the saints. With what holy joy does the devout pilgrim visit 
the city where repose the tangible remembrances of some sainted 
disciple of our Lord ! Who can contemplate without feelings 
of emotion the tomb of a blessed martyr ? or whose heart does 
not burn within him as his foot presses the soil once reddened 
with the blood of those who, refusing to deny their master, 
remained faithful to the death ? 


Rutherius, and others of his clergy, remained prostrate before 
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the altar of the church throughout the night ; nor were their 
prayers offered in vain : for the bodies and souls of the virgins 
were miraculously strengthened, so that they sped onwards with 
alacrity, assured that every hour their happiness was approach- 
ing fruition. So ready — nay, so desirous — were they of laying 
down their lives for the glory of their blessed Saviour, that in 
places where the broadened river ran sluggishly on its course, 
the occupants of each boat toiled with unwearied efforts to hasten 
their progress — jealous lest another should be the first to reach 
the wished-for port. And thus they journeyed onwards. 
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CHAPTER VII 


ST. URSULA PROCEEDS TO COLOGNE.— THE MASSACRE. 


T THIS time the Roman empire was ruled by the 
Emperor Alexander Severus, and he had marched 
to the banks of the Rhine with an army, not only 
to check the invasions of the barbarians on the 
frontier of the empire, but to suppress rebellion among the 
imperial legions, which also were composed in a great degree of 
barbarians. One night, while he was reposing in his tent, his 
guard was suddenly overpowered and massacred by a horde of 
Huns, who burst into the tent and slew the emperor. The 
assassins were in the pay of the traitor Maximinus, who secretly 
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aspired to the empire. The latter had no sooner assured himself of 
the success of his plot, than he addressed hypocritically the legions 
who remained faithful, and urged them to take vengeance for the 
murder of the emperor, and they fell upon the Huns who had 
perpetrated the crime, and slew them all. Maximinus now 
caused himself to be proclaimed emperor by his troops, and 
succeeded by his boldness and cunning in reducing to obedience 
the legions which had revolted. One of the first acts of the 
new emperor was to publish an edict against the Christians, of 
whom he was a well-known persecutor. 


The savage Huns lay encamped in the plains of Cologne at 
the time when Ursula and her companions were sailing down the 
Rhine. They passed Confluentia, or Coblentz, and glided 
peacefully under the rocks of Ehrenbreitstein, and on the fol- 
lowing morning, which was the 2ist of October, 237, the 
blessed company of saints approached the city of Cologne. Joy 
and gladness reigned in their hearts at the prospect of their 
speedy glorification, and the air resounded with hymns of praise. 
The fields on the banks of the river were bare: the generous earth 
had just yielded her fruit of golden grain and purple grapes, 
and now another harvest was about to be gathered in — a harvest 


DeuostesUrsulmes 
resconforl^es par 
hotre Dame. 





icj ifgj in SI :^j inuxus^ g a 


vuovj.^MAi/ffrT": 


THE LEGEND OF ST. URSULA. 


of blessed martyrs to be treasured in the garner above. As 
the little fleet was calmly wafted down the river, ineffable peace 
and serenity filled every heart, and every tongue gave utterance 
to sentiments of fervid adoration. 


Then the holy Bishop Cyriacus, his soul melting with love 
for his adorable Saviour, and earnestly longing to be with Him, 
wearing the glorious crown of martyrdom, thus addressed his 
companions : — 


Relourvers Ics A[*pes 


But a short time longer, my dear children, and your 
enemies, who are now waiting as wolves to destroy the flock 
of Christ, shall be themselves the instruments of your glory. 
Let us teach them, by our readiness to meet death, that our 
hopes are placed beyond the world. Remember, my children, 
the words of our Blessed Lord. He it is who has promised to 
give unto them, who fight the good fight, an everlasting crown : 
and that to which he has plighted his word He will faithfully 
perform.” 
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When at dawn of day the Huns perceived the boats approach- 
ing the city, they rushed to the banks of the river to learn who 
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were their visitors and what were their intentions. No sooner 
was it known to the heathen inhabitants that the strangers were 
disciples of Christ, than a hoarse shout of exultation rent 
the air : — Death to the Christians !” was heard on every side. 
Nothing daunted by the menaces of the brutal soldiers, St. 
Ursula and her companions prepared to debark from their 
vessels. Cyriacus was the first to reach the shore ; he was im- 
mediately surrounded by a number of armed men, one of whom, 
with a shout of savage triumph, beheaded the faithful martyr 
to the cause of Christ. Meanwhile the defenceless virgins were 
assailed with darts, stones, and poisoned arrows ; and, as each 
vessel reached the shore, the soldiers rushed on board and mas- 
sacred indiscriminately all whom they encountered. Vicentius 
and the cardinals fell side by side ; and bishops, princes, and 
knights yielded to the fatal storm without offering any resistance 
or attempting to escape. Suddenly the sky was obscured ; 
thick darkness enveloped the earth as with a pall, and for 
a time the massacre was stayed. In a few hours the dark- 
ness was dissipated ; and, as the virgins who had escaped 
from the fury of their enemies were offering their fervent 
prayers to the throne of grace over the bodies of their fallen 
companions, they saw the heavens open ; a band of angels hold- 
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ing palms towards them, encouraged them to remain faithful to 
the death, pointing out to them those of their associates who had 
already gained their crowns of martyrdom, seated on thrones 
around the Lamb. For a time the barbarians were awe-stricken 
at the constancy of the devoted band ; but, instigated by their 
leaders, they recommenced their fiendish work. Rightly con- 
jecturing, Ursula and Conan, her betrothed — who, since his 
baptism, had taken the name of iEtherius — to be in command 
of the holy company, the soldiers dragged them to the tent of 
Aasvahs, the chief of the Huns. No sooner did his eyes fall upon 
the angelic face and form of the young virgin, than he was com- 
pletely dazzled by her transcendant beauty, and determined that 
she should not be sacrificed with the others. .^therius, he 
sentenced to instant execution, fearing him as a rival as much 
as he hated him as a Christian. 


For one moment, when Ursula heard the fatal mandate, her 
eyes, eloquent with love, fell upon .^therius, as though she 
would intercede for his life ; but the grace of God never forsook 
her, and no earthly feeling was allowed to exert its sway. As 
the executioner rudely laid his mailed hand upon .^therius to 
lead him to his death, the young Christian hesitated to be torn 
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from the side of her whom he loved ; but one glance from St. 
Ursula, beaming with superhuman light, assured him, and he 
quietly resigned himself into the hands of his murderers. A 
few paces only from where the sainted virgin was standing, a 
soldier armed with a sword struck the head of iEtherius to 
the earth, while his blessed spirit hastened to its everlasting 
abode, there shortly to meet her whom he loved so tenderly on 
earth. 


Having removed this obstacle from his path, Aasvahs urged 
his suit with all the dissimulation of which he was master. He 
represented to St. Ursula the advantages which she would enjoy 
were she united to him ; and even went so far as to assure her 
that in that exalted position she would be able to render great 
services in the propagation of the faith she professed. He 
could not believe that herself, the daughter of a prince, would 
form an alliance with any one below her own station ; and here 
was the illustrious chief of the victorious Huns, before whom 
Rome herself trembled, who laid his conquests and his love at 
her feet. To this appeal Ursula remained silent. With down- 
cast eyes, and hands devoutly pressed together, she was earnestly 
praying for help from above to deliver her from the snares in 
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which the evil one was endeavouring to entangle her. This 
silence was interpreted by the heathen tyrant to signify her 
assent to his proposal ; and, kneeling before her, he saluted her 
as Queen of the Huns. “ Hail, Queen of the Huns !” shouted 
the attendant lords ; the cry was caught up by the barbarian 
horde, and “Hail, Queen of the Huns!” was echoed from a 
thousand throats. 


Motionless as a statue, radiant as a beautiful vision, St. Ursula 
stood before the arrogant barbarian. The salutations of the 
lords, and the hoarse shouts of the multitude alike unmoved her. 
Was it possible that she was about to yield to the evil whisper- 
ings of the great enemy of souls now that immortal life and 
happiness were actually dawning upon her, and Heaven’s gates 
thrown wide open to receive her soul within their glorious 
portals ? Who shall say what agonizing temptations were per- 
mitted to assail her at that moment ? If Christ our Saviour — 
incapable of sin — was not exempt from the machinations of 
Satan, it is not too presumptuous on our part to imagine that 
the constancy of the sainted virgin was similarly proved. As 
Queen of the Huns she would have it in her power to further 
the cause of Christ by protecting its professors : nay, could she 
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CHAPTER VIII 


ST. URSULA RECEIVES HER CROWN 


H HEN the holy virgin, weak and defenceless in 
herself, yet mighty and invulnerable through the 
I power of God, uplifted her face, and with an 

unflinching look amounting almost to defiance, 

thus spoke : ‘^Your offers of worldly advancement I despise; 
your salutation I spurn. You are right in supposing that I 
should join myself only to a Prince. Know then, that I am 
already betrothed to a Prince — to a King — to the eternal 
King of Kings — before whom the mightiest sovereigns of the 
earth are but as dust ; and in whose presence the very angels 
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veil their faces. He it is to whom I have plighted my troth : 
He is waiting now with outstretched arms to receive me unto 
Himself, and shall I refuse to obey the summons which calls me 
to my heavenly nuptials ? No ! Were I assured that by re- 
nouncing my faith the power and wealth of all the kingdoms of 
the earth would be mine, I would reject them as I do your offer 
now.” 


Aasvahs was furious at these words of Ursula. Snatching a 
spear from the hand of one who stood near, and trembling with 
rage, he advanced towards the blessed virgin as though he would 
himself be her executioner ; but he, the victorious barbarian, the 
conqueror of Western Europe, quailed beneath the glance of the 
spotless maiden who stood before him. By a simple gesture of 
the hand she motioned him to silence while she proceeded with 
her answer. The tyrant abashed, was compelled to obey. 


“ Though I have dedicated my soul to God,” Ursula con- 
tinued with unabated firmness, my body is in your power. 
Do with it as you please. Think not that torments would induce 
me to alter my resolution. Death, the King of Terrors, will 
be to me as a welcome harbinger of joy. Wreak, then, your 
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impotent rage on my poor body ; the passage from this life will 
be but the entrance to another, where happiness and peace shall 
reign for evermore.” 


Maddened beyond bounds at the contemptuous rejection of 
his offer, the tyrant determined to try whether threats would be 
of more avail. He accordingly ordered those of the blessed 
band, who in consequence of the darkness had escaped the mas- 
sacre, to be bound together, and in this helpless position to be 
given over to the brutality of the soldiers. St. Ursula prayed 
fervently to heaven while the bloody scene was being enacted, 
and constantly urged her companions to remain faithful to their 
vows. Meanwhile the ferocious mob added every refinement to 
the torture which their ingenuity could suggest ; but death 
speedily put a period to the sufferings of the defenceless 
victims, and in a short time of all that noble band none but Ursula 
was left alive. 


“ See,” said Aasvahs, turning towards her with savage exulta- 
tion, “such shall be your fate. You are now alone upon the 
earth, and there remains but one alternative by which you can 
save yourself. For the last time I ask you which you will 
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choose : on the one hand, a painful death, or on the other, a life 
of happiness.” 

Then again advancing, and humbly kneeling before her, he 
attempted to take her hand in his, uttering at the same time the 
most ardent expressions of love and devotion. But Ursula, who 
for some time had stood so motionless and unmoved by all that 
was passing before her that she seemed like one entranced, 
appeared suddenly to awake to a sense of her present position. 
Eluding the profane touch of the heathen leader, who attempted 
to detain her by force, she retired a few steps, and thus ad- 
dressed him. 

How can you dare thus to insult the servant of God ? To 
gain the affection of my divine Master, and to reign with him 
for ever in glory, I have already resigned the empty vanity of 
an earthly throne. Do not delude yourself with the idea that 
you can turn me from my resolution ; all your efforts will be 
unavailing. Even now,” she added, her eyes turned towards 
Heaven, I see a glorious throne prepared for me. Thousands 
of celestial voices are calling me^ and the Bridegroom himself 
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beckons me towards him. Torture me — kill me, if 
nothing shall induce me to deny my heavenly Master, 


At these words the fury of Aasvahs knew no bounds. Spring- 
ing to his feet, he ordered her, before whom he had just been 
humbly kneeling, to be immediately put to death. The holy 
martyr walked to the spot to which she was directed with as 
much alacrity as if she were summoned to a party of pleasure 
— nay, more — for the festival to which she was now proceeding 
was one of which the enjoyment was unalloyed and eternal. 
At the command of the barbarian leader a soldier shot an arrow 
at the devoted virgin ; but, being disconcerted at the firmness of 
her demeanour, he missed his aim, and the bolt only wounded 
her right arm. Her sacred blood streamed forth, dyeing with its 
crimson stain her robe and the spotless ermine which enriched it. 
Even in this trying moment, while her strength was rapidly 
failing, and her life oozing from the wound, her fortitude did 
not for one instant desert her. Instead of repining, she thanked 
her Almighty Father that she was deemed worthy to suffer for 
His sake, and was heard to exclaim that her pain was as nothing 
to that which her blessed Saviour endured to redeem her soul 
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A second arrow was fitted to the string, and swift as light- 
ning sped on its fatal mission. St. Ursula was standing with 
outstretched arms, her face directed heavenwards, as if eager to 
enjoy its rest, when the arrow pierced her heart, and her happy 
soul, released from its earthly tenement, winged its glorious 
flight to be for ever with Him whom she delighted to serve on 
earth. A deadly fear fell upon all around ; for the sweet 
strains of music were heard ; a delicious perfume seemed to 
exhale from the earth ; and a cloud of dazzling brightness 
shone upon the spot where lay the corpses of the virgin martyrs 
— the Bridegroom was welcoming his affianced bride. 
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The following Metrical Version of the Legend of St. Ursula 
was written towards the close of the Fifteenth Century^ by 
Edmund Hatfield, a Monk of Rochester. It was dedicated to 
the most Illustrious Lady Margaret, the Mother of King Henry 
the Seventh, and was one of the earliest works which issued 
from the press of Wynkyn de Worde. 

In i8i8, the Roxburghe Club produced an exquisite facsimile 
of this most curious book, from an original copy in the possession 
of the Duke of Devonshire. The reprint is now extremely rare, 
only thirty-two copies having been printed — of which one was 
on vellum — for distribution amongst the members of the Club. 
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®ere bf gpnetO p Ipf of fapnt ®r-' 
fula aftf r p nonpriesf of englobe 












W St!) ronstant nire fstcbflupnge Jtpuiraunce 

Wlitl) strtfasit situlrpe frome errour to applpe 
Wiitf) moltfsft mpnlie to U)itf)5tanDe barpaute 
Crpste toitb tbp comforte {Ilumpn me lucpbentlp 
(!^ SKr^uIa birgpn tbe Ipft to berpfpe 

Sin laiiijpnge ber anb for our mformarpon 

2Hitb ffrace 3 purposie plapnip to patefpr 
Cbe Ipfe anb lonbe lobere sbe bab ber rrtarpon 


Jn tbe pere of gob tbre bonbrtb tbprtp anb tluapne 
3Bp p* romapns tonqtiesit brptapnc bjaei m siubgtrrpon 
Cbrugfjt a noble capptapne nameb iHapnman 
2i2abicbe bepte tbisi lonbe longe bnber bis corrercpon 
^p forte bpomberet tbe blobe of trelue electpon 
put Conan menebofe from all bis bpgnpte 
SMbifbe sbolbe bane ruleb tbis lobe bnb* bis ,pteccpon 
#f tbe blobe ropaU bpotenbpnge Ipiipallp 


Cban to recompence tbis Conan meriebocfee 
i^lapimian tonquereb tbe lonbe of amorican 
Slnb gaue it to Conan bis tptell to reuofee 
©Hbitbe for tbe tonqueot bias nameb Iptell brptapne 
^ptb of tbe romapno tbe bole emppre be loan 
Cabpnge from brptapne tbe cbeft men of estate 
Co strength bis loarres be lefte no balpaunt man 
^0 luere tbe nobles from brptapne segregate 


I)ei:»osfesUrEulihe^ 
restOftforUes par 
OotreBame* 







lefte ©ponotbiis grete ftrytapiif to jjiotrctf 
jTatifr unto SUrouIa antr fepnge of rorntioall 
CftiiS Conan menebofe to cornrluall tiytif bprrttc 
jTor Ujpufis of Ijrptapne anii (SUguIa in esfpccpaU 
asainclje s^entt tip siftpppe a ronipanp bugpnaU 
% tI)ousianiJt maptinisi $c Wire score tijousanlif lopucs 
SUi'tbin tl)c tcmts tbcp tokc tl)cpr passage all 
a2ai)icl)e bp grete tepest f moost parte lose tbepr Ipiies 


^aue all tbe bi'rgpns arrpueb bn'tbin tbe rpnbe 
aimonge tbe boost of Ctoanus anb bufte inelgpe 
^Bpeause tbep toolbe not fulfpll tbe tprauntes inpnbe 
Cbere tbep toere quelleb bp tbe benaubes fm^pouslp 
Cbrugb tbi's oeraspon Cluamis luente to tbe see 
Clnb lonbeb in brptapne bsui-ppnge tbe prpneppate 
Sllastpnge tbe rbprebe bntb force anb cruelte 
^0 saptb tbe cronpcies for our certpfpcate 


?ber bpstorp or legenbe these cronpcies both unpunge 
3n tbe pere of gob ttoo bonbreb tbprtp anb epgi)t 
^apenge that bi'rgpns botbe olbe anb ponge 
2!23ere quelleb at colen bp benaubes Untbout fpgbt 
©Elitb Cprpabe pope anb bpuers men of inpgbt 
^ut in mp mpnbe tbis bias cbefe cause of brapaunce 
©lilban Ciuanus in brptapne beposeb orbre $: rpgbt 
^0 be bpstropeb all bofees of allegaiince 
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€l)c bpjtapnsf Artie lonie luass do dubgecte 
aiuto tie romainid tiei? dente foi* evI)Pii?ei)on 
2j2:H)i'cl)e iuere ertl>ipte ani 0U)anud clene ieiecte 
3 Bp 0iarpau a paynpin kepimge tie iole poddeddyou 
(0f all tie einpine of l\ome iniei* iid tuicpon 
^0 toad tiid louie replete luiti folked ertraneoud 
2Sliirf)e iai tie aeted of in)tainte in ierpdpon 
3tti irente tie)>r ioked for falde ani erroueoud 

9ido tie croupeled I'lt procedde ien rontriniei 
after tie acted not make {mmeipoti? 
iBut noto of late tpme not perfptij ipdtrinielj 
SSlierfore tie irytamid rountei one eompanp 
Cie iolj) iprgpnd toiti tie toomen inmunerailj) 
sa-liieie toiti tie dtorined iP dee toere irotonei all 
?)er iPdtorj) of Colen ierlareti tie contrary 
ad diall endeioe tie tretoe memonjall 

ijere iegpnneti p' Ipfe after p' lentyenie of Colen 
Sin P® loiiie of irptapnetiereitoeUeli a niPdten kpnge 
i^otiud or iHanrud namei inpuerdallp 

topfe rpffit iertuoud in papne perdeuerpncie 
iJpraude no eiplie tiede ttoo iai intpallp 
CpU goi permutei in Sope tiepr mederp 
^ente tiem a ciplie to augment tiepr edtate 
a mapie Smmaeulate ani eiadte eontpnuaUp 
Cie prpnte af pleadaunre in pruience prerogate 

C|i. frs armes Co (c«ne . ! jj 







Cftis! bprrnt bpiffpn in bntur brnnable 
Silas! namcid ilrdula brprt apparrnt to tbe lanbf 
(0f rourage ronotauntf in crpsJt inromparable 
bfr bprginiptf to bym sibe mabf a banbe 
Co brynge bn* lampt SHumpnate m btr banbe 
|3iot«tf dffte abitcte frone bplanpt 
Cbat of btr per^one all pnnicrs bpbf brmaunbe 
Cbnn to asJSocpate to bfi’ bprgpuptpe 


Cbr fnirtuons fame tbt faprntsi of flos: iminbi 
SHas sfpitbbf oun’ all bob) 6bf biao pi wlrrtt 
(Dm'a cibi'tasi {Siipra montem ncquit absfronbi 
^0 that a tpiaunt a painipm bpbt bfi* affertt 
Cbf bpnge of bn)tapne moosit sioufiapne of that gtrte 
Sllnto bi'si Efone of bn* bespbnatpue 
^rntf supplprarpons! bntb tbrftrnpnge to brircte 
#lotbus bfi* fabrr pf be bint nrgatpue 


S^XorDufft reesuscictcuny 
mort. 1 


Cbi5 noble i^otbus! dore mrurb in bi3 inpnbt 
Co tbi's bemaiinbe no responre coiibe beiipoe 
^Bpraude bi's bougbtrr to ri'psit ber corps bpbe bpnbe 
3nb to tbe papnpm be burst make no prompse 
i}t fereb bis* furp bis lonbe bioibe entei'pi'pse 
Cbus gpiie biS aunsbiere be stobe butbout roiinsell 
CplI that bisf bougliter bertiious of biorbs anb topse 
€>ut of bi'S berte all anger bpbe eppell 


S^Cunesrie reconforte 
uti9 posuore naufragfj, 





pruiicnct prompte to make rontrartf contfnt 
gs oftf Ujas tau 5 l)t 1)|) iimpr ammonpn>on 
afore I)cr faiier ofte saplj s(l)e iuoRie eonsent 
Co loftitie tl)is pnnue reefennmge tbi'd rontjpcpon 
Cl)at I)e toere crpstcncti grautange an otker peticpon 
(I^f tftre peres «jpace tkat be nipgl)t be insitructe 
^enbpnge of birgpns; .p. unber mp tiucpon 
Co eberp birgpn a tbou^anbe moo eoubuete 


Cbe letter mpiSepuesf eiealeb bp noble flotbuu 
{minebpatelp in Cnglonbe tbep luere bprecte 
Cbe efense tberof pleabeb tbe prpnre Ctbereusf 
anb prapeb bi^ faber to perfourme tbe effecte 
Cbat for that labp bis pbolle^ be iuolbe beiecte 
Co this pepepou bis faber bpbe applpe 
anb sought oner all for birgpns preelerte 
#f botbe tbe lanbes bis mpnbe to satpsfpe 


$n Ipke bjpse flotbus pumapeb on bis partpe 
jTorsbpppes $c stuffe to perfounne tbepr bole passage 
anb marpners goob to kepe them companp 
CElitb certapne loomen to ginte them better courage 
anb thus tbe birgpns gabreb of euerp age 
#f euerp partpe resorte grete confluence 
^oine poore some rpebe anb some of bpe Ipgnage 
?E)er bpstorp anb legenbe sbelnetb suebe eupbence 
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Cl)an BotI)U 2 ! grntipnge a mtstgage bnto (Herasien 
CI)e qutne of ricile obtiurD f)tr of all tt)e facpon 
^apnt SHrouIaro aunt ant opoter to tfte qurne 

cnottntt I)cr ftuobate bp ber oioete rportacion 
Cbaungfpnse btsf tprannp m rrpote^ ronttinplarpon 
taim to bi*ptapne toitb bti* sfone 9trpan 
9nt ber fouw tousljtero of bfiwnip tonutroacpon 
tlFictorpn JSabilla 9iure ant Sulpan 


Cbf I'fUfrmt rumor tbruffb out all realmr^ rtpgnft 
2j23itb fepngeo ant qucnto ant lortro of rotate 
2Bitb tpuero biooboppeo bSout tbepr nobre aospgnet 
3Bp confluence grete ioitb them toere aooocpate 
(Srete 3ope it ioao to them congregate 
Cbat all tbe toorlte of tbepr fame toao replenpoobtt 
Jninger nor colte tbepr botpeo tpte abate 
23nto tbe tpme that tbre pere toere full fpnpoobet 


Co accompte tbepr Ipgnage it luere longe to procete 
iBut of tbe prpncppall J purpooe to tpoci-pue 
J\pgl)t ao tbe bpttorp ant legente totb me lete 
Co otutp tberon it loere contemplatpue 
jfor of tbe bi'rgpno $ entente to contiinie 
enitb nobre of fepngeo $: bpooboppeo of grete honour 
Co fololoe tbeoe birgpiio tbepr tpgnpte tpt teprpue 
{t biao grete oolace to oe tbeoe oapnteo in ortour 


1n;^ral S’ jean a Sn/Tge? 
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ilotOiis rnopsrti to sfe tl)f rongrfgnn)ou 
Ji-ugmcntpngr Ijaplp in crpste our fajitl) rntftolpfee 
€i)t^v bfrtuous Ipupngr tOrpr lout tl)rpr tourroano 
€I)tpr I)turnlp lusft rtplrtt loitl) fotir auntrripkt 
Cftat of tl)fpr prapspngt tl)f psalmist tiptit pronoStike 
(Diu'a priffcisti laiilifm rp ort infaiuiiim 
Confourmpngt lutll tftt UiorUts tiiaiifftlpUt 
(0iioti bii tiiuts prubtiitrs portabant oiriim 

Cbtpr bolp iiamrs to rrprrsst i riitrnlit 
(f>f all tl)t pipiin^pall afttr tl)t trtlut l)i,)Stoi*p 
Cl)0 that i ran not in rjnnt all romprtbrniit 
labour tbc tntnit anb Itttc tbt soiinbt passt bp 
Cbtpr bolp nanifS to tbt nnnt map not applpt 
Co barp tbt stnst for sounbinigt of a spllablt 
5 bolbt not btst Itstt somt biolbt tbpnfet tontrarp 
3nii 3iigt tbisi bjrptpngt forgtb or fallpblt 

C ^Tbt namts of bi'rffpiis. 
about all otbtr tbtst finit bitrt prpntppall 
Slrsiila bias fprst to crpstt that rast btr roiiragt 
Cbt ntptt flpnnosa of btr onityiniall 
Corbiila tbt tbprbt bougbttr of an trlt sagt 
?l?tr Itfftnbt sbtbjttb sbt bias of Ilrsiilats Ipffiiatie 
Cbt foiirtb Clutbtria bouffbttr to ©rsiilats aunt 
Cbt fpftb Jflortnria rpgbt bjpst but pontyt of atyt 
©ougbttr of a fepngt in p' faptb of rrpstt flagraunt 
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9ftn* tbfSif fput .pu more Uine flrrte 
€o l)f tl)rfc giiptifsi tbe otOer to tontiurte 
2Slitb Ijpurrs matrones tOe rljpHirfn to prrttrtf 
ISotftr prff5tt£( anb rirrfees tOe tuomm to mstnicte 
^ome toere gmall babfS tOat of tftfpr mottn*£« surte 
SlunffrllfS for romforte luitl) tOrm tone eonuergauut 
<3nlt beuplleg afeo tOeSe birgpns sietiutte 
^3romp£ieli grete rpcOess but tljep abobe eonstaunt 


Cj/ sont its reliqufs. di 
mad a me S^Ursule. 


€l)t fprsJt toau 3otbatbe bougbter of a bimge 
SSlitb ber ttoo sfpsters (Sempnpan aub Sudtpce 
SSIbicbe bab a tbousianbe bprgpiis in ber gupbpiige 
€be sieronbe itSenpgna tobirbe bab a sfemblable offpce 
2$Utb ^PbpII iHobpU (Sufrospn anb (£u5tpre 
1311 foure ber sfpsterb of a bube proereate 
(Cbe tbprbe Clemenn'a bougbter to an erle of prpee 
luli'an anb 3lnbueta ber spsiterg assoepate 


Cbe fourtb ^api'enn'a bougbter of a prpnee prubent 
^aiitb ber ttoo spsiters eulalia anb Serene 
Cbe fpftb Cai-pajsfora of a fepnge proeebent 
22;litb Cutroppeb ^Ballibore sJpster^ bprgpnst clene 
Cbe £{prte Columba to a tbousfanbe bpbe preuene 
SSUtb Corbula ber spster of a fepnge generate 
Cbe seuentb 3$enebieta toitb ber foure spsiter^ sbene 
Co ber obebpence a tbou£(anb rongregate 


est le^lise de mad: 
MIrsufe a Cologne. 
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Cfte ep0f)t (^tiilia of a grrte rrle iiporntlirlj 
SlUtf) opstero tloapitf JElroina anlt Sultana 
Co Ofr protmpon a tftousantie luerf roinmaunlirt 
Cl)f npntf) Cflintfnsf UntI) f)er opstter Cirgilia 
25ornf of a fepngr/ tJje tnitft toasi ^ilnlia 
mitt) f)n* tore spgtnsi a tftouoanbr ftalt to nire 
flamfli Sultana iticta anti Cttgtnta 
9U1I jkpnges! bottgOtno anli btrgpno clriif anti pure 

Cbe .rt'. ilttna of rorpo anti brittle brnuste 
^Pffbt npe of jkpnne to tbe prpnee Ctbereus 
Santier ber guptipnge obe bab a tbouoanbe Suste 
221itb |3Iaritia ber spoter a btrgpn beauteousi 
Cbroe .ru birgpnsf m ritiote oo courageousi 
9boue all other poooeooeti tbe pnuirppate 
Cbep gprnte tbepr tpine m sportess rpgbt bertuousi 
^0 game biao lefte amonge them unprobate 

C Cbe namro of bpsoboppeo. 

Cbr nombre of bposboppeo 5 purpose to pateftte 
Cbat biitb tbeoe birgpno oiiffreti tbepr martrpbome 
Jfpiie out of Cnglontie raine to tbis roinpanp 
jTprot loao ©JJiIlino of bolp rontieroarpon 
Sarobiio bisi brotber birnt biitb tbe rongregarpon 
anb bpsoboppro botbe anb bnrieo to JHUoiiIa 
Cbr tbprbr ^bianiis; bonte of tbe oamr narpon 
SllfU agrb anb bncle to btrgpn Culalia 
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CI)e fouitf) eifntijauisf/ t&e fyftf) iLotban'usi 
Co tfte prpnre Ctftrnuo rpgl)t npe of Ipcpiast 
aisio tl)e l)p0gf)oppe of imUje tuitf) all ftio mpjrOt 
^aintb iHaun'cuisf mrttf tljan in tbfpr bpage 
baotrlj bpm to lupnne tl)e baienlp gagf 
Co SUOuIaleg mobti* brother her luao jermapne 
mitf) panthalusf bposhop anb giipbe in thepr pasfsage 
23ron9l)t them to itome $c sfpth frome Jlome agapne. 


<0f .mu fepnffesi her hpotorpe both emreooe 
<0f luhiehe i pui*pooe thepr nameo to notefpe 
3$e£ieel)png:e hertelp the rehero to rehreooe 
Chepr eeres to goh anh to flee ppoerpope 
^ome man loolhe thpnfee that thpotorpe both Ipe 
Chat 50 manp fepntres 5hoIbe bpe Imthouten fpffht 
^ememhre of olbe that rronpeleo herefpe 
Chat manp a lorhe luag ealleb a kpnge of mpffht 

C Che names of fepnges. 

^peause of hpffnpte a fepnges sone nameb a fepnge 
Imkes sone a hufee anb so forth eonformahle 
^ot than as notu one in a lonbe repffiipnge 
SUherof Cthereus in fapth hothe ferine anb stable 
^Drpnee of grete brptapne of illrsiila spousable 
ftot m thepr passage to Jtome assoepate 
iiiit as the aungell abmptte hpm aeeeptable 
Co be Unth hisf spouse m passpon eopiilate 
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CI)t nn*tf (PluwrJS Uiitl) I)is spouse ralleU (2^Iiua 
€l)t tOiniie iuas €ropl)onis to* Cleopatra ftis spouse 
COe fourtf) toas Eurius falier to p' pi pnenpall |)otf)a 
^lulf Oer tluo spsters/ tl)e fpfti) luas Clotioueus 
5?is queue 33Iantuna anli Cugpu beauteous 
Cbe sptte luas Camitus toitb ^Balbina bis! queue 
Cbe seuentb toitb i^argaret queue luas i3pppiuus 
SClitb tbepr foure soues $: bougbters birgpus eleue 


Cbe .biii. abuipbus toitb bis! queue Dpoupse 
Cbe 41:. i^uitus/ tbe .p. ^prauus bpgbt 
??is queue ^ibilia bertuous of toorbes aub topse 
Cbe .pi. JAerfribus iu beumarbe bpuge of rpgi)t 
Couuerte bp bi^ iupfe #Iiua fapre aub brpgl)t 
Cbe .rii. iBouifarius a paupm ioitb them lueut 
jTorsoke tbe berhe Sllumpuate ioitb tbepr Ipgbt 
Co euseloe tbe rule of our lorbe omuipoteut 


Cbe .piii. bpuge Xauereurius toas uaiueb 
91 papupm tprauut apeust our prebprarpou 
Crpste bpm correeteb aub as a lambe bpm tameb 
?)e fololueb bis: topfe 3opueb to tbe rougregarpon 
Cgallp bjitb them to npste mabe Suunolacpon 
2211itb queues of 3rlaube 3Bustore aub iHagiuorall 
CI)is bertuous turbe mabe 3ope aub epultarpon 
223itb plapes aub sportes aub souges celestpall 


DeuosfesUrsurmes^ 
resconfortees par 
tlotre Dame* 




^omc man luollit asJlit Oolu all luere sfusitcmirlr 
mi)g:I)t y* bntapllfsi bf founlif for £>o logr sfpare 
?)f that to mopEfrs manna m tbe brgerte rrpnrb 
iHpg1)t tbrm all siati'^fyc Im'tb bts pnprtuall sract 
Cbep lurre appaprrb nrptbrr in bobi) nor in face 
5n clotbini^e labour in spkrnriJ ponge nor olbe 
$n all tbepr Sournap Ujeltomrb in eiierp place 
Cbe ffpftes of sob be moberate manp folbe 


Cbiib in tbepr gbpppes these sapntes celestpall 
^apleb for solace anb lonbcb eiierp npsbt 
CpII that our lorbe to bis courte bpbe them call 
Silitb borpall blastes bpbe stratcbe tbepr saples tpsftt 
Co be tbepr smjbes be sente bib aunselles brpgiJt 
SItbUiarte tbe see bp bis bpupne proupspon 
^Brought them to bane tbrugb bib immoberat mpgbt 
Jn tbe porte of tilia preserueb in bis tuicpon 


Cbis porte is sctte bespbe tbe moiitb of tbe rpnbe 
SBbere tbep luere ri)argeb bp tbe celestpall message 
Co saple to Colen toitb tbe occpbentall iopnbe 
Cbepr sbpppes luere prest to perfourme tbepr passage 
Spmst tbe streme to Colen d)ose tbepr bpage 
Cbat .bill', bapes saplpnge tbe tbprbe bap bpb cbplete 
Cberbutb tbe arcbebpssbopp $c all tbe cpteupns sage 
Jteuerentip tbep luere recepueb in euerp strete 




SInti tl)rre a tobple tbrsie bn'gnL>n£f them rrposrli 
CplI that an aungril fomaimbrlj tbfin to remeiie 
Slnli bpsfptt l\ome lubrrof tbe rnoyoel) 

Cbakpst p' arri)tI)psol)opp, S: toftf tbfpdrue 

Cl)f|) brfSSfti tbn>r Eibppprss tl)fu* paEfoage for to pitue 
9uli sapltb tbrr liapes slupftdp aprust tlje rpnbt 
(JBr none tbe fOurtl) bapr at baople bpbt arrpue 
SHfU ♦bill, bapes ssaplpnge bp forre of bfbfinrt kopnbe 


St tbepp bPEJrfnbpngc rrerpurb rfucrentlp 
<0f ^3antbalu£{ bp^sfbop anb all tbe rpteitpns 
6rrtdp rriopseb to sfc !Sucl)e a rompanp 
iS>trfn 5 tl)png[e our faptb bp sio gitte ronfluenct 
Cafepiiffc tbepr {ournap luitb berte $c bpipgenrc 
Co romr on fote that bjert so trnber of age 
Cbi's ^Jantbalus thought In^ spnne to reeompence 
ijpm to assomate bjith them in thepr bpage 


Chese holp birgpns to rome mabe thepr progresspon 
anb ^3anthalus bpsshop loith his affpnptpe 
Che mapbens bjente bp couples in proeesspon 
$n bertuous talbpnge thepr inpnbe bpbe satpsfpe 
Chep suffreb no papne passpnge the mountapns hpe 
flo horse nor rarte to them loere erigent 
^aue fepnges anb bpsshoppes hab in thepr eompanp 
an honbreb horse to carp thepr arapment 


0easteCoc^uU.una paouyre 
marmjte ^aejsjrlt. 





flo rapne nor trmprdt mate tftnn I'mprliiinnrnt 
jTromf tl)f|)r Drpartpge out of tl)f palays of notftus 
2jlnto t!)e tjnm tftat rrpotr ommpotrnt 
IDptir tfinn I'nupte buto rralmc sJo glorpousi 
Cbu£« i'll sborte spaa tbrp ramt all Sopous 
22:U'tI)ui a iiape of Home all coiigrtgate 
Cliep nirttr loitl) tl)t rnirmit faber in gob Crsaruis 
Cbt bpssboppe of mpllaii to tbcm assocpate 


C tl)fp ranit to SKome 
Co rome tbrp ranu tbtpr rnintiue for to make 
SSabnt tl)tp tofrf rtapiifb rpgbt soinnpip lb passion 
SBi'tl) all Ills rarbpnallfS tbrre came tbe pope cinafee 
(Bliito sapiit peters tbep mabe tbepr fprst proresspoit 
Cbe pope bias glabbe to se tbepr comiersaepon 
jTor be of 33rptapne bab bi's orpgpitall 
Sub buirent carbpnall borne of tbe same narpon 
iBanp of tbepr Ipgnage amonge tbe birgpns small 


^ome of tbe mapbens that biere not baptpseb 
Cbe pope complete in them tbe sacrament 
Cuerp bap precbpnge bolplp abiiertpseb 
CpII that our lorbe an aimgell to bpm sente 
gnb tolbe tbe pope that it bias eppebpente 
Cbat be sbolbe respgne to antberus biS renobune 
Slnb fololne these bprgpns to Colen in tbis entente 
Cbere to recepue tbe crobme of martprbome 
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iHanmian antj atfn'cane ui romt ftalj bomnnariJon 
®2af)iri)e of tljeoe bpiginisf mabc a gift? mqmsiprpon 
Cpil that tbep fenrlot tbrpr toape anb ronurrsarpoit 
jTninigc that bp tbrin our faptb sbolbe baur abbicion 
anb Efrntr to 3uUu5 of brnalobrsi a pifup composipon 
Co mete tbfSr bi'rgintsf at Colrn oit tbe rpnbe 
Sub tbnr to bpil tbcm res^nupugr no rnnpssfpon 
aub so tbi3 3uUus{ fulfpllrb tbe tprauntrs; mpnbf 


2!23ban pr tbf^f bi'rgpitg a tobple in ivoine bab repgneb 
Cbrp bjrre commaunbfb bp tbr rourtr cflcstpall 
Co take tbtpr luapt lubne rrpste bab tbrm asiOpgneb 
Cban Cprpafef popr gaue up bis^ bpgnpte papall 
Cbe romapng rtopstrb oo bpbe tbr carbpnallesi all 
jBut m no tupbe be toolbe to them appipc 
^i5f bpin in Catbologo ib no mrmorpall 
Jipcauot br itopgncb tbrp ^apb {rituernitlp 


CSHitb CpiTabf psoufb tbe rarbpnall binmit 
^0 totuarbe Colrn tbio rompanp tobe tbrpr toape 
3arobu£{ of brptapne aftrr tbc^t birginis birnte 
Carbpnall of antporiic br bab bni inanp a bape 
Cittr 3opf It Uiass to or tbrm in tbtpr arape 
5[)ob) inrbrip tbrp lornte to tbrpr paoopon agsipgnrb 
ilob) Irttr tbcm pastor pnfounnpnge tbrpr Sournap 
9nb of Ctbrrruo oprbc that in Cnglonbe rrpgntb 



"(WWlATj 




Santo etftmus an aungfll toas! tiprfrte 
Cominauntipge !)pm to Ime f)i$ patrpmonp 
Co mftf ftio opouse U)it& fter to lie drrte 
S2ai)iri)f ibaotrli ftpm to folotoe effrctuonglp 
baptporlt l)tgi mliljfr anb bio opotrr oolnnplpe 
Co mrtf bnti) SHrouIa bp obpppe tt)rp toke paooage 
Slpenot tbf rpnbf to inrnot tbf rprbe rptt 
Cbfibntb tbf bi'rgpno tbfp imtte on tbtpr bpage 


Cban loao etbrreiio baptpoeb bp tbe pope 
SSabube atore that tpme bp bpupne aminonprpon 
Coininannlieij Inao to bane goob faptb anb hope 
anb not be ei-poteneb but bp tbe popeo proupopon 
Cban Un'tb grete 3ope to eolen tbep mabe regresopon 
©Dlitb Clement p* bpoobop bntb kpngeo^manp a buke 
Slnb i^lerruluo bpoobop of grere m tbepr tuirpon 
diUtb them aooorpate jrollanuo bpoobop of Xuke 


Cbio bolp tiulie to Colen mabe tbepr retourne 
9II elene ronfeooeb preot in tbepr pplgi'pmage 
9boute tbe rpte tbe benaubeo bpbe ooiourne 
2®abi'fl)e of tbe naup aoppeb tbe bole airpuage 
Cban SJlrouIa prapeb to crpote bntb all rourage 
Co oaue ber opotero from ^atbanpo oeburrpon 
Cban oente oiir oaupour a releotpall meoojge 
^apnt 3obnp' euagelpot p* kepte tbe from rorniprpon 


5 *^Can?srie rcconforle 
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?Kre brffinmttl) tl)f pasfsfpon 
Cfti'si constaimt ronipaui) totuartr |)' lonbf approrljftt 
Co b)!)omf tl)t ftrnaulifg rrdpsftc n,)gi)t bpoltutlp 
Cl)t £!l)otte of arotors bpttrilp tJ)c bobi)f£« brorijcb 
Cbrsff siourrapnt sapntrsJ guffrriJ tbrm parpnitlp 
Cyll at tfte last tl)f tprauntfS lipbc asppe 
€\)t ftcfllrnt fauour lubriloitf) tbrp torir rnliurii 
IDcsprrb tbrpr lust tbe birgints bpbe tbrm brupf 
2HI)trfore tbe murtOcp luitb ranroui* tbrj) rntflurlr 


^omf in tbrpr sbpppes lurtr slapitf $: soinr on lonbe 
^onif lufit bfbrlifti/ some brolunrli in tbr floolr 
Co purdiact bli,)sse tljrp siiffrrb tbriu* ninnprs boiilft 
Comrnlipngr tbrpr souirs to brnn that bprij on roob 
as a nrtoe bciobf tbrp sbrlilic tbe {nnorrntrs bloob 
Cf)r {nnatiiraU nan’on toitl) lanroiir all rnragcb 
{nflamrb in fiirpr ffbijr luitl) tbe bcupllts foolr 
Cbrp spaiTb no psonr but qiitllrb botbr yonfff ^ nSf^J 


C|j csh S^'linsuU patravve 
Iff Sorb onnp . ^sa 


Cbnt ^Ursula stobe bntb tbr noble prpnce Ctbereiis 
ConstauntI)) abpbpnge sbe slurrbe of rroUniarpon 
Cbe nirall rebelles aspprb ber luitb bee spouse 
Co I'Ultiis tbep mabe of them a presentanion 
Sllbirbe at Ctbereiis bab grete I'libpgnaeiJon 
gnb roof bi’in butb a stoerbe so sniptte luitb Jalousp 
??e entreteb tbe birgpu luitb fapre conimunpearpon 
9nb luitb grete terrour bis! lust to satpsfpe 
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Cftisi btrtuous! birffim abborrfb J)i5 firs^bflp proffrf 
5n bpm rfbukpge iuitb luorbrjs mpRie anb sage 
COe Sfeb of satftau fter sap)i)enre mpgl)t not suffie 
3Bnt grennelJ for bjoo toi'tf) rancour be began to rage 
^e breiue an aroiue bis anger to assioage 
Slnb perceij tbe prubent prjnnerose tbrugbe j/ brayne 
Commenbpnge ber Soule to cryste tuitb all courage 
Cbus Inere these sayntes bysperpleb spoyleb ^ ^ayne 


9Ias lobat rumour tbrugbe out tbe ciUe reygneb 
Co se these birgyns lyenge alonge the streme 
^0 noble lygnage tbeyr bebes so lolue enclyneb 
2211bat betb bjere biortby these coluarbes to cobeinpne 
Sllbicbe spoyleb tbeyr bobyes of golbe S: pcyous geine 
aboute the cyte as the psalmyst beclaretb 
Clfuberunt bt aquam sanctorum sanguinem 
Jn circuitu Jerusalem et non est qui sepeliret 


311 bjere beiecte eycepte one Corbula 
2Hbicl)e ferynge betb bybe her in a sbyppe ly lobie 
^be feepte her secrete tyll on the seconbe baye 
Chan she bebelbe her systers lyenge on a rotoe 
Botbe preest anb clerke byspoyleb ^ all ouertbrolue 
^orobjfuU in ber tbougl)t y' she bab taryeb bebynbe 
Qmonge the tourmentes she bybe her selfe be knolue 
^0 luas she quelleb in callynge cryste to her mynbe 




TiaKgaari 


2111)311 all hint islapnt tbrstf rrlifllrs lipbe rtmnit 
Cl)an rame p» bpgsiliop Uiitl) prfgtfS $c golfmpne siongt 
9nli burptli tftepr Ijolipesf rewtrentlp for tfiepr releur 
^onr Onto tftio l)ourr lO IiurprU tbrm amongt 
CI)t banfefO U)it!) lilolie Uirre rubrfprli all alonge 
Cl)fpr ooultsf rrrrpuffi toitl) tftf rrlrotpall rourtr 
Jfrom* Ibeuen to tlirrtl) tbaungrllro mrloiip oonge 
223!)frrof all rrpotrn tobe 3ope anli grrtr comfortr 


223itl) oapntfo rrlpqurg tl)io cptr lO oanrtefprli 
<0f U)l)omr all rrpsftrn tiotl) mafef mrmorpall 
Jn libro bite tbepr nameo be notefpeb 
21Ii'tbin a nonrp* tbepr boneo batb buniall 
2^ tbe oapb epte m reinoro perpetuall 
2Hbere baplp eometb pplgrpmeo for ronoolarpon 
iMprarlesi ben obeloeb to people bnpueroall 
2^f oome 5 purpose to make a beelararpon 


an abbot there Uiao not ferre frome Colen bloellpnge 
?[jerpnge of tbe mpraeleo beopreb for eonoolarpon 
Co bpopte tbeoe birgpno beuoepon bpnt compellpnge 
Came to tbe nonrpe to make in$ {mmolaepon 
©eopreb of tbe abbeooe for tbe birgint laubacpon 
(9ne of tbepr bobpeo to reote in bis! abbaepe 
^rompopnge p* abbeooe Uiitb faptbfuU eompnpeaepon 
2Bitbin a pere to Ob ii>e ber ornatlpe 


^ fsl pamhaulf.Tna 
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CI)e abfargse grauntrt tOi'g birffpit luasi tranglateij 
SUito abbaji) Initb £fongr rpgbt £(cil(inpl{)e 
Cbi'd bntruf abbotte bis faptbfull promise abaptrt 
Hfttintgf btr rfsit tUieliifinonetb irreurreutlpe 
iBfbpnbe an abjtrr roinrfb Snroinprtrntlp 
Jn a borbpn rbfStr tpll an bolt ptrt Inasf fpnpsfsfbfb 
Cbt bape luasf pasite tbt prompsie to btrtfpt 
J^oint to btr spsttrg tbisf batuousf bi'rgpn banpsfsfbtb 


Cbt monbfsf at mpbnpjbt in tbtpr sfmipce bcupne 
Cbisf birgpn paste sbpnpnge in ber arape 
(J^iit tbniffbe tbe qiiere lotolp sbe bpbe enripne 
afore tbe sacrament ber saliitacpon bpbe sape 
anb tofee ber Ipcence bomebiarbe to go ber loape 
illafepnge obepsaiinre to tbe inonfees one bp one 
Cbis 3nsoIent spgbt put tbein m grete affrape 
??oine to ber tombe in Colen sbe is gone 


Cbe abbotte bpbe tbpnbe tbis! spgtit but fantaspe 
aaente to ber cbeste anb founbe no tbpnge tbenn 
^ptb toente to Colen bis mpnbe to satpsfpe 
Crpste in bis* thought for bis grete borrpble spnne 
Jbe tolbe the abbesse the bopbaunce of the birgpn 
^trepgbt to her tombe tbep tocnte fofibe her there 
{n lalube of this (Ce beum) tbep bpbe begpn 
^ptb shall no man fro tbens no relpques here 


nrgmt><g^ 
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C mpradr tone in (eng:Ionlir. 

31550 in dJnopoinnr n lioiitr tl)f inann* of aanffln 
3 ssppiptr of I)fII apprrrij for jirtr inii£5pon 
Jpapiipngr ftpm grift a gppnitr of propftrn’t 
j^aprngr tliat Or loag an aiingrll tOat in ronriugpon 
SllitOin tOat roiintrr Or raiigrO grrtr ronfugpon 
3Bj) trrniblr gpgOtrg oftr rOauiiffpiigr Ois5 grOIaunrr 
^omr kpIIrO tOrmgrIfr/ go OoiinOr in Oi^ a Oiigpon 
3mongr ffooO loiirrg puttpngr alluap Opgtaunrr 


^0 prrrgt nor tirrkr inpgOtr put Opm fro tOat platr 
CpII goO proiipOrO at Jlrgiilarg prtprpon 
^rnOpiigr Ois grniant ganiPggOrli lu' Ois! girtr grarr 
SLSlOirOr luag an Orrniptr of OoIp Opgpogprpon 
^ainrO 3oOa of luarluprkr to prrformr Oisi tomiggio 
Co OopOr tOat frnOr luOirOr all tOr propir Sllulirti 
^apnt JUgiila apprrrO anO gaiir Opni ammonprpon 
Co lualkr to Sanglp tOat tOi55 frnOr lurrr rprUiOrO 


COiS brrtiioiig Orrniptr to Xanglrp tokr OiS Inapt 
S^SlOrrr Or rnqiiprrii tOr farpon of tOat frnOr 
COr propir gOrlurO tOat on tOr nrrtr palinr gonOapr 
COt gpprptr InoIOr gprkr gOrlur morr of Ois5 mpnOr 
^0 roniiiranion Inr Oaiir tOat ran Opm bpiiOr 
C0u£5 Or OatO gOrlurO to tOrm tOat OatO Opm grnr 
COr Orrrmptr mrriirpIrO to gr tOr propir go OlpnOr 
3n tOrm rportpiigr to Or tonfrggrO cirnr 


tombtau^de 
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€i)t trap approfbfli tftat tlji's siftoRir apprre 

Cf)f pfoplf tl)em kfptf Ool)!) ui rontempIar))cin 
©It palntf siontiap npffittt U)I)m all rrposrt Ujcre 
3t rallrlt tOe Itrrrinpte Ijp name of ftio appellarpon 
2U0ifI)e anoioerelj/ anlj rame at ftis faorarimn 
©Elenjntge to Jtpm it Oati ben tbe loibe of tbe place 
5?e aopyeb tbe opprpte lubirbe put bpm in tnbularpo 
mpnbe bpsstracte to fle be bab no opace 


Barkioarbe remenpnge to tbe bipnke of a ioater 
€be fenbe bpm fololueb in Ipbeneo of a iubele 
911 on a fpre tbe flambe abrobe bpbe obatter 
Co brolone tbe berempte this loao bis eurst eautele 
dlbirite for tbe luater mpgbt flee bpm neuer a bele 
^ut onffreb tbe fpre feriiente ioitb ronfpbenre 
|}is riotbeo tbep brente bis fleoobe tbe fpre bpbe fele 
JK ealleb on erpot for papne in bis befenre 


9 bopre appereb oapenge bnto tftat fenbe 

^atban oeburtour tbp range io rlene raggate 

Cbe beupl then angtuereb here bane 3 logt mp mpnbe 

^oU) tbon arte rome mp name ig abnirbplate 

9fter that bopre tbe g:rete bete bpbe abate 

Cbe bopre rongtrapnpncre tbe fenbe there too ronfegge 

9nb gbeloe tbe range luberfore be bpb a toapte 

Co pernerte tbe people tobiri) gbelueb p* boleprogregge 


o 
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CI)ii3 sapli tl)t spiHPtt I)fi*r iilurllrtt a s^pnfuU man 
2BI)irl)f for tlno sipiinrsi luasi liampnrt pri-pftuallp 
(C^nr for ftisi iTrbrssir U)f)irf)f rourtousflp be loan 
!3nlt not lipgposrii lubrre moost toasf nms!eiai*p 
91 notbn* rausJf toasi br tommjJttr ailpablp 
Co marp a looinan bis faptb bf bab prompgrb 
211bicbc aftriluarbe of bis purpose bpbt barp 
iHarprnfff a notber faptbirs bnaupseb 


iHp purpose bias tbe people to berepue 
Causpnge tbis bobp so bampneb to translate 
Commaunbpnge straptip all other sapntes to leue 
9nb it to bjorsbpp as souerapne sanetifprate 
Qffermpnge inp selfe frome gob annunepate 
^apenge that it bias tbe bones of a birgpn bolp 
Slnb 3 tbe soule to make it ratpfprate 
Cbis bias mp purpose to cause pbolatrpe 


also 3 rauseb tbe persone of rokpsip 
Co brobme bpm selfe Imtb bpuerse inanp mo 
3)obn bareas esgupers to bange bpm prpuelp 
anb bpuers bataplles apenst tbe ri)prrbe also 
anb all tbe people pbolatrpe to bo 
Cban tbe bopee rauseb tbe spprpte auopbe fro tbens 
2®lbiel)e sapb tbougl) 3 fro tbis bafaptarpon go 
3 bane moo felaUies to kepe here respbens 





Cftu£{ U)as! tl)t sfpprpte aiioplJtlf froine tftat plart 
€i)t bopce luitb p^ bernnpte bab bolp tomunpracpon 
^bclupnpe bpm bn* name Slrsula rrplfte Imtb cyiace 
jTor b)I)omt our lorbr bab grauntrb grrtf ron^olarion 
3anto all people that batb ber m laubacpon 
Jfrome sobapne betb frome fpre anb all tempesfte 
jTrom fallpnge ispfeenesf from enmpe from bampnano 
at ber petprpon our lorbe batb tbi^ eonreste 


Rebouruersles/U])es 


also pf a bjoman toitb ri)plbe be trauaplpnge 
anb rail to Sarstula for beipe in ber affercpon 
©ur lorbe batbe graimteb tbe rl)plbe btsf erpstenpnse 
anb sane tbe looman at (Hrsulaeb petprpon 
CbisJ batbe dbe gpuen tbe berempte m rommpsfsipon 
2IInto all people tbiss mpracle to rommenbe 
2Hitb bpuersf moo loberof Isf no bpsfSpnrpon 
ilobe in ber bps^torpe Inhere more isf romprebenbe 


aisfo srt)e rbargeb tbe berempte that for ber sake 
faptbfuU bpipgenre in tbi'sf be Inolbe empipe 
anb ri)arge tbe bpsfsfop romaunbement for to make 
Co all tbe ruratesf to prerbe it solempnelp 
anb ber to reuerenre luitb all ber rompanp 
SHitb rertapne prapersJ Inberof gbe bpm mbtructe 
Co reuerenre all ber sfpstersi sfpnguleripe 
Cbe berempte prompsfeb to be ber true ronburte 
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C&isf iMciEJ tl)f praj,)n‘ tftat I)t tftat rontrycpou 
JDapIj) U)oH>r dapt luors!l)},)pjpi)ngr tbr trpptc 
91 patrr nostrr anb a rrrbo for tbrin* rrbpbPD’on 
jTpuf patn* nostrrs! in bonour of tbr brpte 
9nb aursi fput rfurrnupngr tf)r bugini i%lan>f 
!3[nb for all siapntfs! a patrr no£»trr aiir anb a ntbe 
jTor all frpgtrn sfoults as! morbr for tbriir supplpe 
i^rrpftuall blpgsif in beurn sball br tbcpr mrbc 


3n bonour of Slrsiula a patrr nostrr Ui' tbf salutacpon 
915 inorbf to Sulpan in brr passipon asispnipbiatr 
SI patrr nostrr anb an anc for Corbulats laubacyon 
SlUtb iSurbr Ipkr prapcr rrbc btrgpn rfucrate 
Cban sfball tbcpr spnnrsi fromc tbnn br airparate 
Sill mrn anb Uiomrn that tbis! praprr both bsfr 
Silrsrtila to gob siball br tbrpr abuoratc 
(2f)f tbrpr offnurs rincb,) for to rrnisr 


Cbf tbinbr partr of tbr birgims siball br prrsrnt 
to prrgcrur fromr fnibrs luban br Shall bpc 
Cbr srronbf siball niftr bis ‘Soiilc Untb trur rntnit 
St to prrsirnt afore tbr bpe inageste 
Cbf tbprbe sball prape for it to tbe trinipte 
SLSrlbiebt bp petprpon batb graiint bis mrrcpe $: grace 
Co all that gaptb tbis praper beuoutlpe 
C>ne£i in tbepr Ipfe sieuerallp toban tbep bane ispare 


BeasteCorbuU unqpaouvre 
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tins s!fte banpsbrt tbt bfrnnpte m comaubyng 
€l)nt m bn* ratine be luolbe be bpipgente 
Cbe berempte laubeb our lorbe aitb ber ftneipnge 
!anb sbeloeb tbe people tbe bp£(pon anb tbentente 
?^ob) tbe sfpPH’te biab gone at sarsJuIaeb romaubemet 
Cbe people reiopdeb for bopbaunre of tbe fenbe 
|3rapenge to tbe birgimg tbepr sfoulsi to present 
(janto that bipsse enbunnige biitbout enbe 


2Hbo that these bi'rgpns bjill serue luitb tbis praper 
|3ater noster anb aues be must sape .pi* bapip 
Cban sball tbep seuerallp be serueb in tbre pere 
Cerium ge tbe faber anb tbe sone bjitb our labp 
Sin sapntes all soules as 3 bpbe patefpe 
afore ed)e tbousanbe anb crebes .pi* in orber 
(J^r elles eri)e bape pater nosters .ppp. anb tbre 
Cbus in one pere pe map them all honour 


Cbps mprarle toas sbeloeb at Eangelp in sbropsbpre 
Cbe bjbirbe grete nobplles bp lurptpnge bo testefpe 
(<i>f bjortbp men b)bo Ipst them to requpre 
as abbottes anb bnpgbtes ^ squpers of that rountre 
aailit!) Spr itobrrte lee lorbe of the sapb ianglp 
Co testefpe the troutb tbepr seales bpbe appenbe 
SUbicb ben in Colen to sbelue for a memorep 
ffiSlitb manp mo meruaples as sbelnetb her ture legebe 
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22Hiti) ?(ourramtf sfapntfiS tfeisf rpte is; sfaiutefprli 
aid U)itft tbrt kpnsfd to npdtf tkat matt oblarpon 
gisfo lo' tl)fdt birgpsi rpg1)t mrrualpoudlp magnpfptt 
^apnt ailbon of tnglontr tbere rtdtttb bp tradlarpon 
©Zllitb tboudantrs; mo not bnoiorn bp nominatpon 
Jn libro bitt lubodt namrd btn comjn tbtntf 
i^oU) Icttt bd prapt tbid tiubt toitb conttmplatpon 
Cbat all ourt doultd to crpdt tbep map tommrnlit 


<[ l!?itt danrtt urdult dotaUumq. duarum 
trandlata t dtrmont latino in anglitum / 
rodtratu fratrid (etmuti batfelt monadji 
Eoffrndid at juddi illudtriddimt tomint Dnt 
iHargaicte matrid tvcclltntiddimt prinri 
pid lirnriri drptimi* Smprtdda finit ftlict 
ttr ptr mt 223pnantum tt loortt 2.onto 
niid comorantem in bico bulgarttr ticto 
tbt jfltttdtrtte in digno dolid tt lunt 
C ^tquitur oratio tcuoto at bnttcim 
milia birginum 


C ^^ratio at danctum lElrdulam ft at dotaltd duad 
Concord d)orud cadtitatid birginum ft martirium 
2ardula nun dofiatid at fttrnum broniiun pro amort 
trinitalid ft rtgint birgimum bfdtrid mtritid atiuuf 





ass 


till ft opf prffammu. bosf rolentfs: nun bfatisf sifnin* 
bum bfStnim mfntum* boss in abutrsiss protfgatiss p 
bfStrum prfSibuun. Oft abssolui fafiatisf al omm labf 
Cruninum* Sit posst mortm prrbucatiss ab ftfrnum 
gaubium .b. (J^ratt pro nobisi isponssf bn flertn IK, (JUt 
ab bfsitru ronsiornu baltamusi pfriirmrn Ol^rfmuss 
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nam. ©lu bins et regiias beus. per omnia senila seen 
lorum. Siiifii. 
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“ The sudden and universal Naturalism, or inclination to 
copy ordinary natural objects, which manifested itself among the 
painters of Europe, at the moment when printing superseded their 
legendary labours, was no false instinct, it was misunderstood and 
misapplied, but it came at the right time, and has maintained 
itself through all kinds of abuse ; presenting, in the recent schools 
of landscape, perhaps only the first fruits of its power. That 
instinct was urging every painter in Europe at the same moment 
to his true duty — the faithful representation of all objects of his- 
torical interest, or of natural beayty existent at the period, repre- 
sentation such as might at once aid the advance of sciences, and 
keep faithful record of every monument of past ages which was 
likely to be swept away in the approaching eras of revolutionary 
change.” 

John Ruskin. 
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the first centuries of the Christian era 
Hi painting seems to have been but sparingly 
3 used in the decoration of churches. This 
probably arose from two causes ; in the first 
place, the professors of the faith were so universally oppressed 
that but little opportunity was presented for such a purpose ; and, 
in the second place, there still lingered amongst many of them 
certain Judaical notions, which prevented them from commemo- 
rating the principal events of the church's history by means of 
paintings, even if they had been at liberty to exercise the art 
unmolested. Nevertheless, we have very clear proof that 
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painting was practised at an early date amongst Christians, in 
the fact that the catacombs of Rome are profusely decorated 
with mural representations of saints, and occurrences recorded 
in the Holy Scriptures. As may be supposed, these works 
are extremely rude and inartistic ; nevertheless they are the pro- 
totypes of a school of painting which subsequently obtained a 
most marvellous perfection. 


When the seat of the Roman government was removed to 
Constantinople, that city for some centuries was regarded as the 
centre of the arts. Certain it is that the Byzantine artists exer- 
cised a great influence over the various schools of Western Eu- 
rope, which may account in a great measure for the somewhat 
oriental display of gold and brilliant colours visible in early 
ecclesiastical pictures throughout Europe. From the middle 
of the twelfth and in the beginning of the thirteenth cen- 
turies visible signs appeared of a new life in art. It took, 
a wider scope than heretofore ; more artistic individuality 
was displayed ; anatomical drawing was much improved, and 
expression more studied. Two centuries later a great revo- 
tion was wrought in painting. This was no less than the in- 
vention — or possibly, as some affirm, but the perfection — of 
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the system of working in oil, achieved by Hubert van Eyck, 
of Bruges, who, with his brother John, deserve to be regarded 
as the fathers of Flemish art. As may be supposed, in an age 
which produced more painters than any other, pupils were not 
wanting to learn the great secret of the van Eyck’s : none amongst 
them achieved a higher reputation than Hans Memling — or as 
he is sometimes called Hemling. Born at Bruges about the 
year 1439, entered the service of Charles the Bold, Duke 
of Burgundy, and being wounded in 1476 at the battles of 
Granson and Morat, he returned weary and destitute to his 
native town, and at the gates of the Hospital of St. John 
craved the succour he so much required. By the tender care of 
the monks of Saint John he was restored to health ; and in 
some measure to repay them for their charity, he requested a 
place In the scriptorium to illuminate the missals and other devo- 
tional books produced by the scribes. It was while an inmate 
of this religious house that his marvellous genius developed 
itself, and those inimitable miniatures were executed which may 
be said to have almost immortalized him on earth. 


mad a me S^'Ursule 


Cq esr le^lise de mad: 
S^*Ursule a Cologne. 


At that time the relics of S. Ursula were preserved in an 
antique reliquary of rude workmanship, ornamented with a few 
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pictures of a still ruder description. Memling — a devoted 
lover of the Church and its traditions — conceived the Idea of 
constructing a more worthy receptacle for the haUowed con- 
tents. He communicated his design to Jan Floreins van der 
Riist, a brother holding some office in the hospital, and an 
ardent admirer of painting, who warmly applauded the pious 
intentions of Memling, and procured him the necessary mate- 
rials to carry out the work. The result was the magnificent 
shrine now preserved at Bruges which has been the admiration 
of every succeeding age. 

On entering the court-yard of the hospital, a small detached 
building on the left presents itself. It is there that the famous 
reliquary of S. Ursula is preserved. Carefully guarded for 
four centuries, the colours almost as brilliant as they appeared to 
the eyes of Memling himself, the world-renowned treasure 
seems to transport the spectator to ages long gone by. It 
requires but a feeble Imagination to ascend the ever-flowing 
stream of time, and once more to live amongst the people of 
the fifteenth century ; to breathe the same air, to feel the same 
sentiments, and to be imbued with the same living instincts as 
they. The manners, the costumes, the passions, the weaknesses, 
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the faith, depicted by the pencil of the artist, seem to be as 
unchangeable as nature herself. A subdued light illumines the 
pictures ; a deep and almost religious silence reigns around ; the 
distant lull of inarticulate murmurs from the busy city faintly 
strikes the ear, while before one — nay, in one’s very grasp — 
lie the veritable, tangible remains of the mortal body of an 
immortal and sanctified spirit. * 


Comment le mpsde S^Uisule 
mis fnterre parle^Anges : 


The brothers van Eyck exhibit in their works more force 
than charm — the conception, the drawing, the colouring are 
distinguished by great firmness ; but of the winsome power of 
poesy they seem to have been profoundly ignorant. Not so 
their pupil Memling, the Virgil of Flemish art ; the ideal 
standard he set up for himself was far higher than that of 
the van Eycks : he attempted greater things than any of his 
predecessors, and he succeeded. But in his endeavours to depict 
glowing conceptions he did not neglect the essentials of his 
art. He studied anatomy carefully, and his drawing of the 
human figure far excels his masters. The hands and feet of his 
subjects are inimitable both in colour and form, and seem almost 
too delicate to belong to earth, and to be worthy rather of the 
holy messengers of God. 


Comment FurenUemuycrtcs (e^ie: 
SIItsuIc par 1 (olumbc; 
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His draperies, less voluminous than those of the van Eycks, 
are more graceful, and seem to be worn by his subjects with 
much greater dignity. An overloading of accessories at all 
times indicates the decadence of art. The primitive artist restricts 
himself to his absolute necessities : a few trees, sparsely scattered, 
represent a forest ; and a tiny rivulet is placed for a wide- 
spreading river. It is only at a later period, when art has 
reached the full devolopment of its maturity, that the artist 
learns to use rather than abuse the means at his disposal. The 
costumes of John van Eyck seem as though they were copied 
from the sculpture then in vogue. In both, the same inordinate 
fulness, the same conventional arrangements, the same pro- 
fusion of folds are everywhere visible. Like architecture, 
painting had arrived at that state in which the acces- 
sories stifled the original : general forms were hidden under 
an efflorescence of bristling ornaments, and leading features of 
construction were lost amidst a profusion of details. The deli- 
cate appreciation of the requirements of art preserved Mem- 
ling from being carried away by the follies of his contemporaries. 
Though occasionally we find him yielding in some degree to 
surrounding influences, he speedily returns to the true path — the 
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path marked out by the artists of Greece, and in which Raphael 
shortly afterwards followed. 


The ideal enthusiasm which directed the pencil of Memling 
had not always the human figure for its object : he delighted, 
he almost revelled, in reproducing the fairest scenes of nature. 
The earth he mantles with the most velvety of turfs finished 
with such infinite care that when viewed through a magnify- 
ing glass — by the assistance of which the miniature must have 
been painted — the very blades of grass are plainly to be dis- 
cerned : numberless flowers deck its smiling surface, and relieve 
its luxurious monotony. Here we see the wild strawberry with 
its delicate tendrils timidly exposing its spotless flowers and 
luscious fruit ; the bright marsh mallow ; the modest violet ; 
and the flaring poppy. Beyond, the wild sage displays its curi- 
ously indented leaves; the St. John’s wort opens its golden 
umbel ; the homely centaury spreads its brilliant bloom, while 
around its stem creeps the elegant vetch, supporting itself deli- 
cately by its graceful tendrils. We love these flowers as ancient 
friends ; with most of us they are associated with some pleasing 
recollections, and for their sake we respect the hand that traces 
them on the canvas. 
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The delicate gradations of tint, and above all, the richness and 
vigour perceptible in the foliage of Memling’s trees, make them 
stand out in stereoscopic relief ; and on attentively regarding 
them, we may almost imagine we perceive the fluttering of the 
leaves in the gentle wind. It is a noticeable circumstance that 
nearly all the pictures of our artist — the landscapes especially — 
seem as though painted in the autumn, in the Netherlands the 
pleasantest of all seasons. The natural humidness of the atmos- 
phere is cleared by the summer sun ; the face of the country 
seems plunged in a balmy sleep, while the very air, so calm and 
tranquil, appears to reflect ; nothing disturbs the profound silence 
of the woods but the chirping of the grasshopper, the occa- 
sional twittering of the thrush, and the gentle agitation of the 
leaves, which, touched by the rosy fingers of autumn, seem in 
the shadows and lights to glisten like a robe of gold and silver. 
The ash grows paler, other trees deepen to a blood-red tint ; all 
alas ! bespeaking in sorrowful strains, that winter — the season of 
death — is at hand. 


K moult ns opparoist la 
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It must not be supposed that Memling, the first of his par- 
ticular school, attained to that standard of ideal excellency 
reached by some of his successors. More refined than other 
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Flemish artists, he is nevertheless grosser than those of the 
Italian school. A tinge of the coarseness of features of the Low 
Countries is perceptible in nearly all his faces ; and one who 
expects to find in the works of Memling the aesthetic beauties 
of Masaccio, Perugino, or Raphael, will be disappointed. There 
is one strange peculiarity in many of his faces — the eyes do not 
converge to the same point ; in other words, many of his 
characters are represented with a painful cast, in their sight. 
M. Michiels, an eminent art-critic, attempts to account for this 
peculiarity by supposing that Memling must have been simi- 
larly afflicted, on the principle that Poussin, whose eyes were 
constitutionally inflamed and totally destitute of lashes, painted 
all his subjects with a like deformity. So, too, Peter Aertsen, a 
Dutch painter of considerable merit, being himself remarkably 
tall, made all his men and women of colossal size, whereby he 
obtained the sobriquet of Peter the Long. 


S^'Car^ufa ressusctclcv^ 
mort. 1 


Memling seems to have imbibed the spirit of the age in his 
fondness for representing continuous stories, as in the series now 
under our particular notice. The painters and sculptors of the 
middle ages were not content to represent a single incident ; they 
aimed at something higher, and considered no depicted narrative 
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complete unless its every important circumstance was duly set 
forth. So too the modern drama, which took its rise about the 
same period, pursued a parallel course. The mysteries, as per- 
formed by the clerks, were frequently of enormous length, 
embracing episodes in the history of man from the time our first 
parents were placed in the garden of Eden down to the day of 
the last judgment. The representation of the Mystery of the 
Passion, which was extremely popular in France during the 
fifteenth century, extended over four days ; and was contained 
in eighty-six acts and forty-one thousand verses. Another piece 
setting forth the life of Christ by means of a dialogue was com- 
menced at Poictiers on the 1 9th of J uly, and was resumed daily 
until the 30th of the same month. The Acts of the Apostles 
occupied no less than forty days in its representation, and the 
number of actors engaged in it was almost incredible. The 
stage was an enormous structure, five or six stories in height, 
each story being divided into compartments ; one representing 
the Temple ; another the city of Damascus ; another the Medi- 
terranean sea, and so on throughout the entire history. Thus 
the drama undoubtedly exercised a great influence over the 
painters of the period, and led them to adorn altar-pieces, trip- 
tyches, missals, and other furniture of the church, with con- 
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nected incidents taken from the Bible, each episode within a 
separate compartment. 


The shrine of S. Ursula, preserved at Bruges, is in the form 
of a small Gothic monument, with a pointed roof and buttresses. 
A statuette is placed at each corner representing S. Agnes, S. 
Helen, S. John the Evangelist, and S. James. S. Ursula, 
sheltering her companions under her mantle, is painted on one 
end under a canopy of Gothic tracery, the Blessed Virgin 
occupies the other, holding on her right arm the infant Jesus, 
to whom she is offering an apple. Between the columns on 
either side are represented the various incidents connected with 
the pilgrimage of S. Ursula. They are six in number : the 
first is a drawing of Cologne — probably as seen by Memling ; 
certainly not as it existed in the time of S. Ursula. Sigillindis 
is standing on the quay, and welcomes the British virgin as she 
debarks from her vessel. In the middle distance is a spacious 
mansion, through one of the windows of which we see S. Ursula 
on her couch, receiving the inspired message, and, in an adjoining 
apartment Florentina apparently engaged in prayer. 


The second miniature represents the arrival of the holy com 
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pany of martyrs at Bale, Two vessels occupy the foreground : 
S. Ursula, distinguished by her robe of ermine, has just landed ; 
while far in the distance we see a long train of the virgins who 
are making their way by a devious path towards the snow-covered 
Alps, which seem to present an unsurmountable barrier to their 
progress. 


The third picture shews us the Pope Cyriacus receiving the 
holy pilgrims. This is certainly one of the most beautiful of 
the charming series : if there be any fault in its composition it 
is that the number of spectators who would naturally be drawn 
together to witness such an extraordinary event as the arrival of 
so many foreign visitors, is far too small. This, perhaps, is but 
a minor objection amply atoned for by the incomparable beauty 
of the picture itself. In the foreground is the holy pope fully 
habited in his pontifical vestments. He is represented as stand- 
ing just without the doors of a church, and in his attitude and 
expression seems the ideal of majesty and benevolence. S. 
Ursula humbly kneels before him : from under a fillet which 
encircles her head, her lustrous fair hair ripples down in a golden 
stream. No artist ever excelled Memling in the manner in 
which he represents the ravishing beauty of long flowing hair ; 
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the efFect produced by a few touches of his masterly hand is 
indescribably beautiful. The Pope seems in the attitude of 
raising S. Ursula ; he holds both her hands in his left, while, 
with his right uplifted, he is giving his benediction. A long 
procession of pilgrims approaches from the distance, among 
them appear several habited differently to those in the former 
paintings. These are probably virgins who have joined the 
company during their progress from Cologne. At the right hand 
of the picture are neophytes receiving the sacrament of baptism 
by immersion ; and in the background S. Ursula herself appears 
communicating in the temple. 

On the other side of the shrine, which, it may be mentioned 
revolves on a pivot for the purpose of being more easily exa- 
mined, we see the company embarking at Bale for Cologne. 
Cyriacus, the Pope, it will be remembered, received a divine 
intimation to return with the holy pilgrims. He is represented 
sitting in the stern of the principal vessel with two cardinals at 
his side, giving his benediction to the fleet before its departure. 
S. Ursula is in the fore-part of the boat, standing between Celin- 
dris and Florentina, with hands clasped and eyes upraised as 
though engaged in silent prayer. In another part of the same 
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picture the band of martyrs is seen 
embarkation. 


The fifth and sixth .pictures represent the massacre of the 
blessed virgins. In the former two archers are shooting their 
arrows at the martyrs. One of the virgins buries her face in 
her hands ; another, pierced through the arm by an arrow, stands 
erect awaiting her end with heroic courage. A number of armed 
soldiers rush upon the defenceless maidens, many of whom 
are seen lying prostrate on the ground, covered with horrible 
wounds. S. Ursula holds the bleeding body of one of her 
followers in her arms, and is vainly attempting to shield her 
from the fury of a barbarian armed with a sword. In the sixth 
picture the horrid carnage is continued. It would be difficult 
to praise this admirable work of art too highly ; the attitudes of 
the figures, and the various expressions of the faces are every 
way worthy of the great painter. S. Ursula, standing erect, 
calmly awaiting the arrow which an archer is fitting to his bow, 
is in herself a picture. Action is displayed throughout the whole 
composition ; every one seems to move ; and, looking at the 
fearful scene, the spectator can almost imagine he hears the hoarse 
shout of the barbarous Huns, Death to the Christians,’’ min- 
gled with the sighs and groans of the dying virgins. 


Cp.ffsarmejs deCo(c«ne 
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Upon the roof of the precious reliquary is depicted the glo- 
rification of S. Ursula in the presence of the holy Trinity. 
Angels are singing and making melody on their harps, and 
below, the vicar of Christ prostrates himself while the virgin 
saint receives the blessed crown of her martyrdom. 

In the year 1794, Belgium nearly lost her greatest treasure. 
The French commissioners presented themselves at the Hospital 
of St. John ; and, in ignorance of the local name, demanded 
La chdsse. The brothers not readily understanding the exact 
nature of the demand, assured the Commission they only held 
custody over La ryve de Saint Ursule, and the Frenchmen, not 
being aware that the two names were really identical in meaning, 
went in quest of other spoils. Thus France, through the want 
of a little local knowledge on the part of her emissaries, failed 
to possess this sacred reliquary. 

The magnificent series of miniatures, which illustrate the 
present work, is preserved in the church of S. Ursula at 
Cologne. Each miniature is enclosed in a small frame, and 
at the bottom is inscribed in antique German characters an 
explanatory verse. It is only recently that these verses have 
been discovered : for many years they had been concealed 
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by successive coats of paint. By carefully removing the latter 
— a work of considerable difficulty — they were once more 
brought to light. Several German philologists incline to the 
belief that the metrical legends should be ascribed to an earlier 
date than the pictures themselves ; and that Memling probably 
painted the miniatures to illustrate the verses. Whether this 

be so or not, it is certain, both by the phraseology and ortho- 

• 

graphy, that the descriptions were placed on the frames very 
shortly after the completion of the pictures, and in all probability 
we now see these inimitable paintings precisely as they appeared 
to the artist himself. 
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NE of the most interesting records of Saint Ursula and her companions 
which remains to us is the Roman slab on a wall in the choir of the 
church which bears her name at Cologne. As the transcript on the last page 
may not be intelligible to some of our readers, we subjoin a translation of this 
curious inscription : — 


“ The Consul Clematius frequently incited by divine visions and attracted by 
the renown of the martyrdom of the heavenly virgins, came from the East, and in 
fulfilment of a vow, restored this church from its foundations at his own cost. Should 
any one deposit in this church — where the holy virgins poured out their blood for 
Christ — any body except that of a virgin, may he know that he will be punished with 
fiames of everlasting fire." 


Not far from this interesting slab is raised a monument, or what is now com- 
monly termed an altar-tomb, bearing an inscription, from which we learn it was 
erected to Viventia, whom tradition informs us was the daughter of Pepin 
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d’Heristal. On one end is the date of erection — 644 ; and on one of its sides an 
inscription in Roman capitals to this effect: — 


Clematius, in restoring this temple in the year 426, forbade any body to be here 
interred. 

On the other side we read : — 


Viventia twice buried here, and as often rejected by the earth, at length finds a 
resting place within this mausoleum. 

We are not informed in what manner the earth twice rejected the body of 
Viventia; but that the fact was as recorded there can be but little doubt, for the 
tomb which commemorates the circumstance was erected at the time of its occur- 
rence, when every one must have been perfectly familiar with it, and any mis- 
statement would have been immediately discovered and exposed. 
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